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“At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they 
realize that these things had been written about him and that these things had been done 
to him.”  
January 22, 2021    Dear Parents,   
 

 Hands down, Father Mike Schmitz is one of my favorite people.  I’ve never met him, but through his brilliant use 

of the media to evangelize, I think of him as a close friend.  He’s that guy.  He has so much energy, I wonder how he 

keeps going.  About the only complaint I have about Father Mike is—BOY, DOES HE TALK FAST!   
 

 Father Mike’s message is so appealing, that this grandma 

clicks over to his Sunday Mass in Duluth Minnesota after finishing 

our regular virtual Mass each Sunday.  I can’t wait to see how he 

will bring this Sunday’s message alive. I can’t wait to share his 

message, and the MANY messages that he pinpoints.  Almost every 

time I’m teaching my eighth grade religion class, regardless of the 

topic, one of my first thoughts is, “What does Father Mike think 

about this?”  

https://bulldogcatholic.org/about-contact-us/about-fr-mike-schmitz/ 

 

 His most recently homily was about “2020” HINDSIGHT.  His big question was, “If you knew a year ago what 

you know now, would you have done anything differently?”  Personally, yes, I would have done some things differently. 

The main thing would have been to fly to Delaware to visit our daughter last January, or right on that Spring Break of 

2020 before the world came crashing down, instead of the decision to delay our trip until the summer.  With four children 

and five grandchildren living in four time zones, our hearts continue to ache in spite of the weekly Zooms and Virtual 

game days and Amazon.   

 

 Hindsight is 2020.  It does give us clarity.  The hindsight that the Pandemic of 2020 has given us has been starkly 

clear—what did/do we need to do differently as we move forward?  Father Mike said he didn’t want to give the 

impression that the Pandemic is behind us—it certainly is not-he says there is more pain to come--but what have we 

learned from an experience that nobody knew was coming?  It truly is as John stated—only after we realize what has truly 

happened to us will we know how to rebuild a future with redirected vision for the future. 

 

 Here’s what we know here at Our Lady’s School.  The Pandemic has greatly impacted our families, our staff, our 

school and parish communities, and every single human in our nation.  We are a scaled-down model of what we were due 

to necessity—family decisions to stay onsite, to stay online, to homeschool, or to find another way to educate, resulted in 

diminished revenues, scaled down expenditures that we still aren’t able to balance because of the instructional needs of 

our school.  The $203,000 Our Lady’s School received through the Paycheck Protection Program provided a glimmer of 

hope and a little breathing space so that we could pay our employees through a 24-week period.  This allowed us to use 

the funds we had earmarked for salaries to address our current monthly deficit spending due to a decline in tuition 

revenue, a decline in donations, and a decline in fundraising revenue due o our inability to hold the in-person fundraisers 

we did in the past.   

 

 Our Advisory Council met last week.  They concur with Father Mike’s assessment—there is more pain to come 

before we reach clarity.  We aren’t sure if we will be allowed to apply for the PPP second round.  We aren’t sure if our 

families will have the ability to return to Our Lady’s School in August; that, for the most part, will depend upon external 

forces…the vaccine…whether the Pandemic will begin to subside in a dramatic way…whether the economy will get back 

on its feet…whether the civil unrest in our country will move toward compromise and unity of purpose.  We are, however, 

at the same point where the disciples were…we KNOW that Jesus HAS RISEN; and with that we will continue to be 

GRATEFUL and be filled full of HOPE. 

 

 No matter what happens today, in a week, or a year from now, we have the hindsight to know that CATHOLIC 

EDUCATION MAKES A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF CHILDREN.  We hope you join us in throwing yourselves 

into the VIRTUAL AUCTION and the next thing and the next thing, so that Our Lady’s School will be here for our 

children’s children.     In Him, Elaine Schad, ICCS Principal 

https://bulldogcatholic.org/about-contact-us/about-fr-mike-schmitz/
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Hola!! 
 

Cecy Miranda, former ICCS Director of Hispanic Services 
(From her home in Georgia) 

                                                                        ¡Feliz año nuevo!                                                      

Queridos Padres,                                                                      

El valor de la gratitud se inculca en los niños con el ejemplo y es muy 

importante que nuestros pequeños aprendan a dar las gracias no solo por lo material sino también 

por las experiencias y el tiempo compartido; por ejemplo... gracias por ayudarme a tender mi 

cama, por el desayuno, por mi familia, mis amigos. Y podemos enseñarles a dar las gracias no solo 

con palabras sino también con gestos, como con una sonrisa o haciendo algo bueno por los demás.  

Cuando nosotros les damos las gracias por algo positivo que han hecho, los animamos a hacer 

siempre el bien.  

Les comparto algunos consejos para enseñar el valor de la gratitud en los niños: 

 Asígnales responsabilidades como poner la mesa, tender su cama, recoger su cuarto, para 

que a la hora de darles las gracias ellos se sientan valorados. 

 Pídeles que escriban o dibujen algo, por lo que hay que dar gracias a Dios. 

 Pueden decorar un frasco y escribir la palabra GRATITUD, y cada día meter un papelito 

agradeciendo algo, al final de la semana lean los papelitos en familia, es lindo darse cuenta 

de cuantas razones para dar gracias existen en nuestra vida. 

 Busca cuentos que les enseñen a los niños la importancia de este valor. 

 A la hora de la cena, pregúntales que momento del día les 

gustaría les gustaría agradecer. 

 Enséñales a tus hijos a ponerse en le lugar del otro, así 

valoraran todo lo que tienen y aprenderán a ser humildes. 

 Y cada día en la noche, a la hora de dormir, pregúntales 

porque creen que deben de dar gracias a Dios. 

Por último, les comparto una pequeña oración para dar las 

gracias a Dios con los niños antes de dormir: 

“Te adoro Dios mío, y te amo de todo corazón. 

Te doy gracias por haberme creado, hecho cristiano y conservado durante el día. 

Perdóname el mal que hoy he cometido y acepta el bien que haya podido hacer. 

Protégeme durante el sueño y líbrame de todo peligro. 

Tu gracia esté siempre conmigo y con todos mis seres queridos. 

AMEN” 

Dios los bendiga hoy y siempre,  

Cecy Miranda 
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VIRTUE OF THE MONTH FOR JANUARY : 

GRATITUDE!! 

 Seeing everything as a gift and being thankful. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

Immaculate Conception Catholic School exists to provide a 

Christ-centered academic environment designed to promote 

the total development of the child by serving the mission of 

the Roman Catholic Church through the educational 

process.  This is accomplished by joining in community as a 

ministry of Immaculate Conception and St. Mark parishes 

to educate in the formation of faith and family; to provide a 

quality academic foundation; to unite in a nurturing and 

loving Catholic community through worship, through 

academic formation, through the promotion of peace and 

justice, through adaptation to change and diversity, through 

service, and through recognition of the value and dignity of 

each individual. 

  

VISION 

 

The vision of Immaculate Conception Catholic School is to 

teach as Jesus taught.  ICCS strives for the development of 

the whole child through participation in the sacramental life 

of the Catholic Church.  ICCS will provide superior 

academic preparation through a challenging curriculum, while promoting the ongoing formation and 

spiritual growth of the next generation of Catholic leaders to live the Gospel and to meet their full 

potential in preparation for a life of service in society. 

 

 

Catholic Schools Week 

At the end of this month, we will be celebrating National Catholic School Week. 

Educating in faith is not an easy task. Parents, before anyone else, are 

responsible for the education in the faith of their children. Life is not the same 

for those who live with Faith as for those who live without it. Values such as 

respect, charity, generosity, and humility are essential in the spiritual formation 

of our children. Choosing a good school is without a doubt one of the most 

important decisions you will take thinking about your little ones. Choosing a 

Catholic School requires an extra cost, a monthly payment, and payments that 

imply a sacrifice that will bear fruit forever. Some children are very fortunate 

to receive an education in a Catholic School. 
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What is National Catholic Schools Week? 

“Since 1974, National Catholic Schools Week is the annual celebration of Catholic education in the United 

States. It starts the last Sunday in January and runs all week, which in 2020 is January 31 - February 6. The 

theme for the National Catholic Schools Week 2021 is “Catholic Schools: Faith, Excellence, Service” 

Schools typically observe the annual celebration week with Masses, open houses and other activities for 

students, families, parishioners and community members. Through these events, schools focus on the value 

Catholic education provides to young people and its contributions to our church, our communities and our 

nation” (National Catholic Educational Association).  

 

“Touching Tomorrow 

Forever!” 
 

Please Help! 
 

The need is greater than ever during this 

time of Pandemic to help with the 

Catholic formation of our children. 

 

The Second Collection 
THIS WEEKEND of Jan. 23 and 24 AT 

BOTH IMMACULATE AND ST. MARK 
PARISHES  

 

will benefit Immaculate Conception Catholic School.  Please 

be generous! YOU CAN ALSO DONATE ONLINE: 

 
https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/TX477/20758 

 

Need Safe Environment? Take it Online!! Please 
contact Terry Scaggs to Sign up at 940-565-1770, 

ext. 219 or send an email to 

safeenvironment@iccdenton.org      

https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/TX477/20758
mailto:safeenvironment@iccdenton.org
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ICCS 27th 
Annual Auction 
 
will be held virtually this 
year on 
 
Saturday,  
February 20, 2021 

 

The annual auction is the largest 
fundraiser we have. 
It is open to the public. Please 
share the word with your family 
and friends to bid on great items 

to benefit our school! 
DONATE NOW!!  
https://simplecheckout.authorize.net/payment/CatalogPayment.aspx 

___________________________________________________________ 

If you are not getting the weekly family e-mails but would like to do so, please 

contact the school office or e-mail 

iccsoffice@gmail.com.                       

Check us out on facebook!  

www.facebook.com 

 

 

***IF YOU PICK UP IN CAR LINE, PLEASE USE THE  

NAMETAGS THAT WERE ISSUED AT THE 

BEGINNING OF THE SCHOOL YEAR.  IT  

REALLY HELPS OUR CARLINE GO FASTER. 

CONTACT THE OFFICE IF YOU NEED 

A REPLACEMENT OR HAVE A QUESTION.*** 
       
 

   

https://simplecheckout.authorize.net/payment/CatalogPayment.aspx
mailto:iccsoffice@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/
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**************INCLEMENT WEATHER******************* 

**IMPORTANT NOTE** 

DUE TO COVID-19 PROTOCOLS, ANY DECISION  

REGARDING INCLEMENT WEATHER WILL INCLUDE 

A DETERMINATION WHETHER WE CAN RETAIN THE 

SCHOOL DAY ONLINE AND COUNT IT AS A SCHOOL DAY. 

___________________________________________ 
In the event of inclement weather, an all-school e-mail will be sent as soon as 

information is available.  As per our handbook, ICCS generally follows the 

Denton universities and Denton ISD.  However, ICCS prefers a delayed opening 

when it is safe.  Please log on to the school website:  

www.catholicschooldenton.org  for the latest school closings as well as the 

major television stations.  If you are not receiving our weekly family e-mail, 

please give an e-mail or updated e-mail to the office. 

We have the ability to TEXT families as well.  Most families should be receiving 

texts.  If you are not and would like to, please contact the school office. 

 

Do you have a child turning 3, 4 or 5 by 

September 1, 2021 or know someone 

who is?  If you are interested in 

enrolling for the 2021-2022 school 

year, please call the school office with 

any questions. 940-381-1155 x 0. 
     

IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 
EMAILS: If you are still not receiving the school’s weekly email, be sure to call the office and give us an updated email. 

Office 940-381-1155 x 0 -or-  iccsoffice@gmail.com 

 

ABSENCES: Please call or email the school office by 9:00 a.m. if your child is going to be absent or arriving late to 

school.940-381-1155 x 0 –or- iccsoffice@gmail.com 

 

CALENDAR: Be sure to check the online calendar for all of the latest events on our school website: 

www.catholicschooldenton.org 

 

SECURITY:  Due to Covid-19, visitors are limited on campus.  If you have business with the school office, please assist 

us in keeping our campus safe by signing in and out at the school office.  Do not allow people into the building in any of 

the entry areas.  Everyone should enter the school through the front door.  If you observe anything suspicious, please 

report to the school office immediately.  Thanks so much! 

 

 

http://www.catholicschooldenton.org/
mailto:iccsoffice@gmail.com
mailto:iccsoffice@gmail.com
http://www.catholicschooldenton.org/
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SUPERVISION:  Remember, per our handbook, children must be supervised at all times while on our campus.  A parent 

MUST be present when the child is not under the direct supervision of the school. This includes sporting events, extra-

curricular activities, and when the children are on the playground.  This is a safety issue.  Please help us keep the children 

safe! 

 

CARTRIDGES:  Please continue to send those printer cartridges!!  Our school earned more than $300 in the first quarter 

through this program which we will be spending on office, school, and technology supplies.  This is really great!  If you 

work in an office that does not recycle, please ask them for their old cartridges.  It really does make a difference!  Contact 

the school office if you have a question. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 
(log on to our school website for the latest calendar updates!) 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

Mon., Jan. 25 - 5 pm JVB & VB Basketball host Red River 

Thurs., Jan. 28 - 5 pm VG & VB Basketball host DC 

Queens/DC Kings 

Fri., Jan. 29 - 1:30 pm School (Only) Mass 

Jan. 31-Feb. 5 - Catholic Schools Week; priority registration 

for current ICCS families for 2021-2022 School Year 

Mon., Feb. 1 - Spirit Shirt Monday for those who purchased; 5 

pm JVB, VG & VB Basketball at Grayson Christian 

Thurs., Feb. 4 - 5 pm VG & VB Basketball at 

Prestonwood Christian 

Mon., Feb. 8 - 4:30 pm JVB, VG & VB Basketball host Corinth 

Founders Classical Academy 

Feb. 10 - 7 pm Advisory Council Meeting 

Thurs., Feb. 11 - 5 pm JVB, VG & VB Basketball at Sacred 

Heart 

Mon., Feb. 15 - 5 pm VG & VB Basketball host DC Queens/DC 

Kings 

Feb. 17 - Ash Wednesday 

Thurs., Feb. 18 - 5 pm JVB, VG & VB Basketball host St. 

Mary 

https://ec-prod-site-cache.s3.amazonaws.com/static/catholicschooldenton.org/documents/2020/9/Student32Auction32Spirit32Shirt32Mondays322020452021.pdf
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Fri., Feb. 19 - Noon Dismissal 

Sat., Feb. 20 - ICCS Virtual Auction "A Night Together to 

Keep Our Knights Together" 

Mon., Feb. 22 - 5 pm JVB, VG & VB Basketball at Texoma 

Christian 

March 1 - Spirit Shirt Monday for those who purchased 

Week of March 1 - NTIL Basketball Tournament at Texoma 

Christian (dates TBD) 

March 8-12 - Spring Break 

March 14 - Daylight Saving Time Begins 

March 17 - 7 pm Advisory Council Meeting 

April 1 - Holy Thursday - Noon Dismissal 

April 2 - Good Friday - No School 

April 4 - Easter Sunday 

April 5 - Easter Monday - No School 

April 12 - Spirit Shirt Monday for those who purchased 

April 14 - 7 pm Advisory Council Meeting 

May 3 - Spirit Shirt Monday for those who purchased 

May 12 - 7 pm Advisory Council Meeting 

May 19 - Last Day for 8th Grade 

May 20 - 8th Grade Promotion 

May 27 - Field Day; Noon Dismissal - NO Extended Day 

May 28 - Last Day of School; Noon Dismissal - NO Extended 

Day 
 

 

GOD BLESS AND HAVE 

A GREAT DAY! 

https://catholicschooldenton.org/auction
https://catholicschooldenton.org/documents/2020/9/Student%20Auction%20Spirit%20Shirt%20Mondays%202020-2021.pdf
https://ec-prod-site-cache.s3.amazonaws.com/static/catholicschooldenton.org/documents/2020/9/Student32Auction32Spirit32Shirt32Mondays322020452021.pdf
https://ec-prod-site-cache.s3.amazonaws.com/static/catholicschooldenton.org/documents/2020/9/Student32Auction32Spirit32Shirt32Mondays322020452021.pdf

