
“Pray, Hope, and Don’t Worry.”  

Padre Pio 
May 25, 2020 

Dear Parents,   

 

 Wow…talk about a major curve ball!  We were having this 

great school year, and all of a sudden, life turned upside down!   

I guess the Big Idea of our experience to date has been—we did 

what we had to! 

 Our staff got to work, and Our Lady’s School turned into an Online Learning Community 

literally overnight.  We huddled, met, laid out a plan, and implemented it.  The biggest unknown 

was the impact of this learning plan on our school community.  Let’s face it—we could only do so 

much; but the bigger piece was laid squarely on the shoulders of our parents who had to juggle 

a dramatic New Normal…work from home, teach from home, shelter in place, masking up, 

finding toilet paper, taking care of loved ones from a distance while not being able to hug.  Then 

there was the shared dynamic—that massive technology learning curve.  First of all, DID the 

technology EXIST in each home?  Sometimes the answer was no.  What about internet 

capability?  What about sharing devices?  What about…what about…what about… 

 Well, let’s all pat ourselves on the back for a job well done in spite of amazing obstacles.  

However, we all know we have a long way to go before we begin to get a glimpse of what the 

future might bring.  As of right now, we plan full speed ahead for opening the 2020-2021 school 

year on Tuesday, August 11.  We know, 

however, that everything is tentative and 

subject to change based on health situations 

and directives from the state and federal 

levels.  The directives have been so frequent 

the past couple of months, they’ve been 

dizzying.  However, we are grateful for the 

guidance and will continue to train and retrain 

so that safety remains the utmost priority.  

You may wish to take a look at the latest 

information from the state regarding summer 

activities: 

 

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/covid19-summer_program_operational_considerations.pdf 
  

 Even though these times are unprecedented for most of our lifetimes, our society has 

been here before. Some people have spent time revisiting history.  I hope you enjoy Paul 

Cuttica’s musings which touches on times gone by. The sting now is real, and many are fearful– 

what are we to do; where are we to go?  Since so many of us share this same thought, we 

thought it most appropriate to adopt Padre Pio’s sage advice as our theme for next school year:  

“Pray, hope, and don’t worry.”  St. Padre Pio of Pietrelcina is the beloved Italian Capuchin and 

stigmatist who died at the Friary in San Giovanni Rotondo in 1968. St. Pio was known for his 

wisdom and for wise (and sometimes blunt!) counsel in the confessional. Like Padre Pio, Pope 

Francis tells us to use this time as one of opportunity and conversion: 

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/covid19-summer_program_operational_considerations.pdf


 

"What we are living now is a place of 'metanoia' (conversion), and we have the  

chance to begin…so, let's not let it slip from us, and let's move ahead."  

(Pope Francis) 

 
 The self-care advice from the experts has been non-ending, yet important.  Be sure to 

keep a schedule.  Have a good diet.  Get outside and get some sunshine.  Rediscover the beauty 

of the stars in the sky, the sunrise, and the sunset.  Get a garden going.  Take those walks.  

Turn off the electronics when you don’t have to be on them (especially video games!).  BE 

STILL…PRAY…and discover how God talks to each of us.  We know the dangers of dwelling on 

things that could lead our minds into 

darkness.   

 We adults know that these things 

are easier said than done.  We know 

that there’s a whole Third World out 

there where people are suffering in 

amazing ways.  We THOUGHT we were 

in control of our destiny, but alas, 

we’ve found out that simply isn’t true.   

 What to do?  Take one day at a 

time.  Make sure every day is filled with 

awe and wonder while we are also 

taking care of business.  Do take time 

to smell the roses.  Build for the future.  

WE ARE THRILLED that Our Lady’s 

School is officially 25 YEARS OLD!!  We are hoping to highlight the many years of blessings as 

we remain grateful for the opportunity to be able to have a beautiful school where God is at the 

center of everything we do.  We will plan, and God will let us know what His plans are for us. 
 

"Take care of yourselves for a future that will come," the pope said. "Take care of 

the now for the sake of tomorrow -- always creatively, with a simple creativity, 

capable of inventing something new each day." 
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2020/04/08/pope-francis-pandemic-prime-time-conversion 

 
We are grateful to our dedicated staff members who sacrifice so much so they can be a 

part of this mission of faith formation and academic excellence.  We thank our wonderful Father 

Tim, Father Kheim and all our clergy, the Advisory Council, and the Home and School 

Association for their love and support.  We are deeply grateful to the many parishioners of both 

St. Mark and Immaculate Conception who pray for us constantly as well as lend their volunteer 

hands to our mission even though they do not have children who attend their parish school.  

They know they are devoting themselves to the passing on of our Catholic faith, and to a 

mission that truly will make a difference. 

https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2020/04/08/pope-francis-pandemic-prime-time-conversion


And, of course, I save the best for last.  Without God we are nothing.  In spite of the 

challenges we have faced since March, we openly express our gratitude to Our Heavenly Father.   

Have a safe and wonderful summer!  It is our prayer that this summer will be one of 

renewing relationships with all of those around us, building new relationships of caring and love 

as we know the need will be great in our community and world as this New Normal plays out.  

May we strengthen our relationship with God through prayer, study, and service.  See you or 

“see you” via Livestream at Mass, and don’t forget to make it a priority to gather around that 

dinner table as family as we continue to lift our eyes to the heavens! 

     In Him, Elaine Schad, ICCS Principal         

          

RAMBLINGS FROM THE RETIRED! 
Paul Cuttica, Retired ICCS Dean of Students  

 

Although I am retired, I will always consider the ICCS family as part of my own.  Retirement offers more 

opportunity to observe and reflect. This present situation of self-isolation due to the Covid-19 pandemic affords 

us the opportunity to really contemplate our lives, our priorities, and our relationships. I’d like to share a few of 

my thoughts with you as I sit and consider life! 

I see so many jokes on Social Media about the struggles of parents thrust into the role of 

homeschooling. The reality is that they are returning to a simpler time when 

families spent more time at home and less time following a hectic schedule. 

Perhaps they were not homeschooling, but time was spent going over 

homework, playing board games, playing in the yard, cooking together, etc. 

Families are spending TIME together and that is a good thing, despite some of 

the frustrations. Children are learning to adapt to “down time.” Our over 

scheduled, involved children are finding ways to be creative and amuse 

themselves. This is so important and necessary for child development.  

As a grandparent, as with all grandparents, this has been a very 

difficult time being separated from our children and grandchildren. Thanks to 

Google-Duo and Facetime we are able to “see” our families but those physical 

hugs are sorely missed. My perception is that it is also difficult for the 

grandchildren, especially the younger ones, to comprehend the fact they can’t play with Grandpa, or sit on 

Grandma’s lap! This might contribute to a renewed appreciation for the older generation and perhaps more 

frequent visits!  

This pandemic is horrible, especially for those directly affected. My heart aches for those lost and their 

families, and I send them my prayers. Let us hope that SOME good comes out of all this: stronger families, a 

renewed faith in God, appreciation of all workers, and care for our fellow man.  



My mother was born during the Spanish influenza pandemic of 1918 and my youngest grandson was 

born a month ago during the 2020 Covid-19 pandemic! Let’s pray that he grows up in a world without 

pandemics, and that I get to hold him very soon! 

God bless you all and keep safe, Paul Cuttica 

ICCS Theme of the Year for 2020-2021: 

“Pray, Hope and Don’t Worry!" 

Padre Pio  
 

 
 

 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 

Week of May 25-May 29 

Office Hours will be from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

Tuesday and Thursday 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

ALL VISITORS MUST WEAR A MASK 

SOCIAL DISTANCE AT ALL TIMES 

 

**FUTURE OFFICE HOURS WILL BE SCHEDULED ACCORDING TO GUIDELINES SET THIS 

SUMMER BY LOCAL, STATE, AND FEDERAL OFFICIALS.  WE WILL KEEP YOU INFORMED** 

--WE NEED REAMS OF PAPER!!  If you wish to donate color or white reams of 

copier paper, please bring it to the school office.  We are in need of paper for the 

rest of the month and for our summer needs.  Your donations help keep costs 

down. Again, thank you for helping our children!! 



ICCS ACCEPTS APPLICATIONS YEAR-ROUND FOR STAFF POSITIONS: 

Have you ever considered joining our faculty at Immaculate Conception Catholic School? We are looking for faith-filled 

individuals who are highly-qualified elementary teachers able to integrate our Catholic faith throughout the daily 

instruction in all curricular elements as is our tradition of academic excellence. If you feel this is the position for you, 

please e-mail a resume to eschad@runbox.com or call the school office at 940-381-1155 and schedule an interview. 

Light The Way Through Catholic Education!! 

***THINK ABOUT JOINING OUR SUBSTITUTE STAFF 

TEAM FOR 2020-2021! CONTACT THE OFFICE  

FOR DETAILS.***  

  DAILY MASS IS BEING LIVESTREAMS ON THE IMMACULATE 

CONCEPTION PARISH WEBSITE AS WELL AS THE OTHER PARISHES 

OF THE DIOCESE AND AREA.  WWW.ICCDENTON.ORG 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Immaculate Conception Catholic School exists to provide a Christ-centered 

academic environment designed to promote the total development of the child 

by serving the mission of the Roman Catholic Church through the educational 

process.  This is accomplished by joining in community as a ministry of 

Immaculate Conception and St. Mark parishes to educate in the formation of 

faith and family; to provide a quality academic foundation; to unite in a 

nurturing and loving Catholic community through worship, through academic 

formation, through the promotion of peace and justice, through adaptation to 

change and diversity, through service, and through recognition of the value and 

dignity of each individual.  

MORE IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 

REPORT CARDS:--REPORT CARDS WILL BE MAILED 

 THE WEEK OF JUNE 2.  

http://www.borowskis.com:2095/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=eschad%40runbox.com


ALL TUITION, FEES, FINES, EXTENDED CHARGES, LUNCHABLE CHARGES, ETC., MUST BE PAID 

IN ORDER FOR THE FINAL REPORT CARD TO BE RELEASED.  THIS INCLUDES ALL LIBRARY 

BOOKS, TEXTBOOKS, ETC., WHICH MUST BE RETURNED.  IF THERE ARE ANY EXTENUATING 

CIRCUMSTANCES REGARDING ANY OF THE ABOVE, PLEASE SCHEDULE A MEETING WITH 

MRS. SCHAD. 

***************************************************************** 

KEEP COLLECTING BOXTOPS DURING THE SUMMER!! 

BRING IN CARTRIDGES DURING THE SUMMER!!!   

If you are not getting the weekly family e-mails but would like to do so, please  

contact the school office or e-mail iccsoffice@gmail.com to make sure you have  

an updated email   

**IF YOU HAVE STAPLES 

COUPONS, WE CAN USE THEM**  

       

OUR LADY’S SCHOOL RECEIVES QUARTERLY CHECKS FROM 

KROGER THANKS TO THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE LINKED 

THEIR KROGER CARD TO ICCS!!  IF YOU STILL NEED TO DO 

SO, PLEASE DO SO TODAY BY GOING TO:  

www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com 

ICCS Code:  80371 

LAST QUARTER EARNINGS:  $455.82 

Please watch for important emails over the summer 

regarding dates and information for the 

 2020-2021 academic year. 

mailto:iccsoffice@gmail.com
http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/


Please update the school office if your email changes 

at iccsoffice@gmail.com  

or call 940-381-1155. 

If you have not had Safe Environment Training or your 

training has expired, summer time is a great time to 

take Keeping Children Safe or renew your training!  

Please contact St. Mark, Immaculate Conception or 

your parish for available dates. 

  ****ALL SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS ARE REQUIRED 

TO HAVE SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING*** 

KEEP PURCHASING THOSE GIFT CARDS 

THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER AT FACE 

VALUE WHILE HELPING OUR ICCS !!! 

NEED MORE INFORMATION?  

CONTACT THE OFFICE!! 

THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 

(SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 

mailto:iccsoffice@gmail.com


FOR 2020-2021 IS TUESDAY, 

AUGUST 11TH (NOON DISMISSAL) 

 

HAVE A BLESSED AND 

SAFE SUMMER 

VACATION!!!  

 


