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“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans 

for wholeness and not for evil, to give you a future full of hope.” 

(Jer 29:11 ESV) 
January 10, 2020 

Dear Parents, 

 

 It was Holy Thursday in the spring of the year 2000.  At 

the time, I was a high school technology director, computer, and 

journalism teacher at a small public high school.  As a graduate 

of St. Mary’s Catholic School in Gainesville and then going on 

to teach in a Catholic school overseas with Irish missionary 

sisters, my plans had always been to return to Catholic schools 

since that was where my heart had always been.  On that Holy 

Thursday with a single phone call, Sister Marguerite Connors 

changed my plans and gave me a future filled with JOY.   

“Elaine, I’d like for you to be the principal of 

Immaculate Conception in Denton,” said Sister Marguerite, then 

Superintendent of Schools for the Diocese of Fort Worth.  “I want to let you know that you’ll be getting the prize of the 

diocese.” After talking with my husband, and after a lot of prayer, I accepted Sister’s invitation.  She was certainly 

correct.  Our Lady’s School remains a special place, and what an honor it has been to serve for the past 19 years in this 

wonderful place of faith and excellence. 

Sister Marguerite went to be with the Lord on December 15, Guadete 

Sunday. How appropriate for Sister to leave this earth on a Sunday dedicated to 

joy.   It was Sister Marguerite who oversaw the Metanoia Study for the diocese 

which ultimately created ICCS in 1995 in addition to three other Catholic 

schools which opened during her tenure.  This Irish sister was an incredibly hard 

worker, and she loved visiting our school and the other schools in the diocese.  

She was such an amazing cheerleader and mentor to all of us principals; while 

she knew how to provide leadership with a firm clarity, her gentle temperament 

always let us know that she did everything out of love for our schools and for us.  

I’ll always remember how she described her ministry: “It’s such a blessing when 

who you are and what you do are the same thing.” Her dedication to the mission 

of Catholic Schools and to the mission of her ministry as a religious sister always 

bore great fruit. https://www.theangelusfuneralhome.com/obituary/sister-

marguerite-connors 

 

…She summed up her life well-lived in the following words:  “Everything I 

ever learned about skills, strengths, attitudes, and talents I learned growing up in 

religious life as a Sister of the Holy Spirit.” 
  

  Thank you Sister Marguerite.  Thank you for your service to the Lord which will continue to bear fruit 

through the lives of the thousands of Catholic school students you have touched and in whom you left a part of yourself.  

Thank you for your dedication to Catholic schools and for your leadership, wisdom, and guidance of so many of us.  

Thank you Sister for all you did in creating this wonderful place Immaculate Conception Catholic School.  And thank 

you, Sister Marguerite, for the personal gift that you have given, and continue to give, to me.  Your beautiful example of 

service gives us great hope for the future. May the Angels of Paradise welcome you with the joy that you have given to so 

many of us who are dedicated to continuing your vision.   

  

In Him, Elaine Schad, ICCS Principal 

 

http://www.gnpcb.org/esv/search/?q=Jeremiah+29:11
https://www.theangelusfuneralhome.com/obituary/sister-marguerite-connors
https://www.theangelusfuneralhome.com/obituary/sister-marguerite-connors
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As you clean out toy chests, shelves, closets, and play 

rooms to make room for the new items in the New Year, 

think of the less fortunate. Have your children go 

through things with you and items gently used that can be 

used by the less fortunate can be donated. You can donate to any 

charity that works with children and teach your children to give to 

others! God bless!            (from Mr. Cuttica’s archives) 

 

A SPECIAL NOTE ABOUT MR. CUTTICA:  PLEASE KEEP MR. CUTTICA AND 

HIS FAMILY IN YOUR PRAYERS FOR HEALING.  HE ASKED US TO SHARE 

WITH YOU THAT HE HAS BEEN HOSPITALIZED AND ASKS FOR PRAYERS 

FOR HEALING.  MAY OUR LADY’S SCHOOL FAMILY CONTINUE TO 

BLANKET HIM AND HIS FAMILY WITH PRAYERS.  THANK YOU 
 

Hola!! 
FELIZ AÑO NUEVO!! 

Siempre que comenzamos un año nuevo tenemos la oportunidad perfecta para 

fijarnos metas que cumplir, anima a tus hijos a hacer una lista de pequeños 

propósitos para el año que comienza. Lo ideal sería que nosotros también nos 

comprometamos y les enseñemos con el ejemplo a cumplirlos. Esto nos ayuda a formar buenos 

hábitos, a modificar una conducta, a fomentar la 

perseverancia en ellos y les enseña a cambiar para mejorar.  

Al cumplir nuestros objetivos podemos ir tachándolos y ver 

nuestro progreso y así motivarnos a continuar con los retos. 

No olvides tener siempre la lista a la mano. 

Hay muchos propósitos y metas que podemos compartir con 

nuestros hijos. Las metas deben de ser elegidas acorde su edad, te comparto algunas ideas: 

-Leer más, podrían escoger un libro y leerlo juntos unos minutos al día. 

-Visitar al Santísimo Sacramento una vez por Semana, portarse bien en Misa. 

-Aprender a hacer una cosa nueva durante el año. 

-Ahorrar. 

-Cambiar los videojuegos por un juego de mesa al menos una vez a la semana y jugar en familia. 

- Practicar algún deporte (podemos incorporar el ejercicio en la vida de los pequeños de manera 

gradual, empezando por un paseo diario caminando o en bici). 

El valor de la perseverancia nos enseña a alcanzar lo que nos proponemos y a buscar soluciones a 

los problemas que se nos vayan presentando; y la satisfacción personal que les produce darse 

https://www.guiainfantil.com/servicios/Deportes/indice.htm
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cuenta de que pueden cumplir pequeños retos es muy importante para su autoconfianza y 

crecimiento personal.  

Enséñales a tus hijos a ser perseverante, constante, firme en sus estudios, con los problemas del 

día a día, con sus ilusiones y con sus metas, a aprender de sus errores y de las experiencias 

buenas y malas, y que vale la pena luchar por sus sueños. 

Que Dios los bendiga hoy y siempre,  
 

Cecy Miranda, former ICCS Director of Hispanic Services 
 (From her new home in Georgia)  

Catholic Schools Week 

At the end of this month, we will be celebrating National Catholic School Week. Educating in 

faith is not an easy task. Parents, before anyone else, are responsible for the education in the 

faith of their children. Life is not the same for those who live with Faith as for those who live 

without it. Values such as respect, charity, generosity, and humility are essential in the spiritual 

formation of our children. Choosing a good school is without a doubt one of the most important 

decisions you will take thinking about your little ones. Choosing a Catholic School requires an 

extra cost, a monthly payment, and payments that imply a sacrifice that will bear fruit forever. 

Some children are very fortunate to receive an education in 

a Catholic School. 

 

What is National Catholic Schools Week? 

“Since 1974, National Catholic Schools Week is the annual 

celebration of Catholic education in the United States. It 

starts the last Sunday in January and runs all week, which 

in 2020 is January 26 - February 1. The theme for the 

National Catholic Schools Week 2020 is “Catholic 

Schools: Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed.” Schools typically 

observe the annual celebration week with Masses, open houses and other activities for students, 

families, parishioners and community members. Through these events, schools focus on the 

value Catholic education provides to young people and its contributions to our church, our 

communities and our nation” (National Catholic Educational Association).  

 

REGISTRATION FOR THE 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR BEGINS DURING                                   

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK (January 26 – February 1)  

Registration packets will be sent home in the next 2 weeks.                                              

Please watch for yours! 
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2019-2020 ICCS 
Theme of the Year 

  

"Open my eyes that I may see 
wonderful things 

in your law."    Psalm 119:18 

"2020 Vision: Keep your eyes 
focused on Jesus." 

__________________________________________________________ 

VIRTUE OF THE MONTH FOR JANUARY: 
Prudence “A quick-tempered man makes a fool of himself, but the 

prudent man is at peace.” Proverbs 14-17 

_____________________________________________ 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

Immaculate Conception Catholic School exists to provide a 

Christ-centered academic environment designed to promote the 

total development of the child by serving the mission of the 

Roman Catholic Church through the educational process.  This 

is accomplished by joining in community as a ministry of 

Immaculate Conception and St. Mark parishes to educate in 

the formation of faith and family; to provide a quality academic 

foundation; to unite in a nurturing and loving Catholic 

community through worship, through academic formation, 

through the promotion of peace and justice, through adaptation 

to change and diversity, through service, and through 

recognition of the value and dignity of each individual. 

 VISION 

 

The vision of Immaculate Conception Catholic School is to teach as Jesus taught.  ICCS 

strives for the development of the whole child through participation in the sacramental life of 

the Catholic Church.  ICCS will provide superior academic preparation through a 

challenging curriculum, while promoting the ongoing formation and spiritual growth of the 

next generation of Catholic leaders to live the Gospel and to meet their full potential in 

preparation for a life of service in society. 
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The staff of ICCS would like to thank all of our 

school families for their amazing generosity in donating to the Christmas 

Giving Tree! Thank you for your support and we wish you  

blessings for 2020! 
 

If you are not getting the weekly 

family e-mails but would like to do 

so, please contact the school office 

or e-mail iccsoffice@gmail.com.      

Check us out on facebook!  

www.facebook.com 

 

--COME JOIN US EACH THURSDAY AT 8:15 A.M. FOR OUR SCHOOL 

MASS!!! 
****HELP US HELP OUR COMMUNITY FOOD BANKS****                                                               

As part of our schoolwide service, every month is a time when the 
children are asked help those in need.  

       THIS MONTH’S COLLECTION IS DEDICATED TO PROVIDING 
NON-PERISHABLE ITEMS (MAINLY SOUP) TO OUR DAILY BREAD 

SOUP KITCHEN THURSDAY, JANUARY 30.  Thanks for caring! 
 

  

 **************INCLEMENT WEATHER******************* 

In the event of inclement weather, an all-school e-mail will be sent as   soon as information is 

available.  As per our handbook, ICCS generally follows the Denton universities and 

Denton ISD.  However, ICCS prefers a delayed opening when it is safe.  Please log on to 

the school website:  www.catholicschooldenton.org  for the latest school closings as well as 

the major television stations.  If you are not receiving our weekly family e-mail, please give 

an e-mail or updated e-mail to the office. 

SIGN UP TO RECEIVE TEXT ALERTS REGARDING CLOSURES VIA NIXLE.  

CALL THE OFFICE IF YOU NEED HELP!! 

 

mailto:iccsoffice@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.catholicschooldenton.org/


  (OVER) 

 

A KNIGHT IN WINTER WONDERLAND!!! 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29!!! 

Reservations for the auction are                            

on sale now!  

Purchase tickets in the office or ONLINE! 

 

Tickets are $50 per person (adults 21 and older only) and 

include the following: 

-Reserved seating 

-Dinner, dessert and drinks 

-Live Auction Bidding 

-Silent Auction Bidding 

-Live Performance -  

... and much, much more! 

 

When: Saturday, February 29th 

Time: Doors open at 5 p.m.; Dinner begins at 5:45 p.m. 

Where: ICCS Gym 

Who: Adults 21 and older ONLY! 

Why: To support ICCS & Catholic Education! 

 

Tickets may be purchased from the school office by  

submitting payment (cash or check). You may purchase reservations 

and raffle tickets online with a credit card through our website at  

www.catholicschooldenton.org and clicking on the auction tab. 

Please join us for a night of fellowship and fun!  

 

*DON’T FORGET TO SELL BLUE RAFFLE TICKETS!  STUDENTS EARN 

PRIZES!   

 

*DON’T FORGET TO PURCHASE ARTIC SWEEPSTAKES TICKETS!  WIN 

A TRIP, ½ OFF TUITION, ETC. FOR ONLY $100 PER TICKET.  ONLY 

100 TICKETS WILL BE SOLD! 

http://www.catholicschooldenton.org/
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OUR LADY’S SCHOOL RECEIVES QUARTERLY CHECKS FROM 

KROGER THANKS TO THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE LINKED THEIR 

KROGER CARD TO ICCS!!  IF YOU STILL NEED TO DO SO, PLEASE 

DO SO TODAY BY GOING TO: www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com 

ICCS Code:  FB860 

Last quarter, 139 households used their cards with Kroger sending a check to 

ICCS for $459.72!! 

 
**IF YOU HAVE STAPLES COUPONS, WE CAN USE THEM** 

**IF YOU WISH TO DONATE KEURIG CAFFEINE COFFEE, WE CAN USE 

THEM** 

**IF YOU WISH TO DONATE “AA” or “AAA” BATTERIES, WE CAN USE THEM** 

 

 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

RECEIVED A CHECK FOR $226.60 BECAUSE YOU 

ARE SAVING BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION!!   
Lifetime earnings are $18,840!!!! Please continue to save 

General Mills Boxtops for Education. Bring them to the school or parish office or 

put them in the collection basket! Thanks to everyone for helping us keep Catholic 

education affordable for the families of our parish and beyond.  

Download the Boxtops app, link to ICCS and start scanning 

your grocery receipts! 
   

Need Safe Environment? Please contact Terry Scaggs 
to sign up at 940-565-1770, ext. 219 or send an 

email to safeenvironment@iccdenton.org      

 

ICCS SPIRIT SHOP IS OPEN ON SCHOOL DAYS MONDAY 

THROUGH FRIDAY FROM 7:45 TO 8:15 A.M. 

 

***IF YOU PICK UP IN CAR LINE, PLEASE USE THE NAMETAGS THAT 
WERE ISSUED AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SCHOOL YEAR.  IT 

REALLY HELPS OUR CARLINE GO FASTER. CONTACT THE OFFICE IF 

YOU NEED A REPLACEMENT OR HAVE A QUESTION.*** 
       

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/
mailto:safeenvironment@iccdenton.org
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            SAVE THE DATE! 

ICCS PRE-K & KINDERGARTEN  

PREVIEW DAYS! 

When:  Wednesday, January 29 

             Wednesday, March 25 

Friday, May 8 

                       Time:  8:30-10:00 a.m. (come and go) 

 

Do you have a child turning 3, 4 or 5 by September 1, 2020?  If you are 

interested in enrolling for the 2020-2021 school year, please stop by and 

tour our pre-school and kindergarten classrooms on these days.            

Please call the school office with any questions. 940-381-1155 x 0. 

 
 

 
Immaculate Conception Catholic School 

is pleased to participate in Many Gifts, One Nation:  

A Day of Giving to Catholic Schools.  
Countless people in our country have been blessed by the many gifts of 

Catholic schools. Your gift will be put toward the area of greatest need in 

our school community and gifts of any size are greatly appreciated. Thank 

you for your support of Catholic school education and Immaculate 

Conception Catholic School! 

 

Day of Giving will be January 28-29, 2020,  

12 PM EST - 12 PM EST 

GO TO THIS LINK: 

 
https://catholicschooldenton.giving.factsmgt.com/public/appeal/fund/8664 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 
(log on to our school website for the latest calendar updates!) 

Jan. 10:   Written Preliminaries Geography Bee and Spelling Bee 

Jan. 13:   ICCS basketball teams at St. Mary’s in Gainesville. 

Jan. 14:  T-Shirt Tuesday Bonus Day 

Jan. 15:  Finals Geography Bee 

Jan. 15:  ICCS Advisory Council Meeting 

Jan. 16:    ICCS basketball teams host Walnut Bend and Red River in the gym 

Jan. 17:   Finals Spelling Bee 

Jan. 20:  Martin Luther King holiday….NO SCHOOL 

Jan. 23 and 25: JV Basketball Tournament in Sherman 

Jan. 26-Feb. 1:  Catholic Schools Week! 

Jan. 26: Registration for 2020-2021 School Year Begins 

Jan. 27:   Alumni Recognition Night at ICCS basketball games as they host Sacred Heart in the gym. 

Jan. 29:   Preschool Preview Day 8:30 to 10 a.m. for Prospective families.   

Jan. 30:   Monthly Food Drive for the poor 

Jan. 31:   Pep Rally at 1:30 p.m. in the gym 

Feb. 1:  ICCS at Texoma Christian for NTIL Basketball Tournament  

Feb. 4:   T-Shirt Tuesday for those who purchased. 

Feb. 7:   Brown envelope goes home 

Feb. 13: Denton County Spelling Bee 

Feb. 21:   TWU Edible Car Contest  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  The Private School Interscholastic Association 

(PSIA) Spring Meet Date will be FRIDAY, MARCH 27, 2020, here at ICCS. 
(There will be NO SCHOOL that day.  Our students will be competing in events.  We will need MANY 

volunteers that day to help with the meet, concession stand, hall monitoring, etc.  More information to 

come soon!) 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 
EMAILS: If you are still not receiving the school’s weekly email, be sure to call the office and give us an updated email. 

Office 940-381-1155 x 0 -or-  iccsoffice@gmail.com 

 

ABSENCES: Please call or email the school office by 9:00 a.m. if your child is going to be absent or arriving late to 

school.940-381-1155 x 0 –or- iccsoffice@gmail.com 

 

SECURITY:  Please assist us in keeping our campus safe by signing in and out at the school office.  Do not allow people 

into the building in any of the entry areas.  Everyone should enter the school through the front door.  If you observe 

anything suspicious, please report to the school office immediately.  Thanks so much! 

 

VOLUNTEER BADGES:  Per diocesan policy, visitors and volunteers to the school must sign in and wear their badge at 

all times.  PLEASE REMEMBER TO SIGN OUT AND RETURN YOUR BADGE!!  Thank you! 

 

SUPERVISION:  Remember, per our handbook, children must be supervised at all times while on our campus.  A parent 

MUST be present when the child is not under the direct supervision of the school. This includes sporting events, extra-

curricular activities, and when the children are on the playground.  This is a safety issue.  Please help us keep the children 

safe! 

 

 

mailto:iccsoffice@gmail.com
mailto:iccsoffice@gmail.com
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CARTRIDGES:  Please continue to send those printer cartridges!!  Our school earned more than $300 in the first quarter 

through this program which we will be spending on office, school, and technology supplies.  This is really great!  If you 

work in an office that does not recycle, please ask them for their old cartridges.  It really does make a difference!  Contact 

the school office if you have a question. 
 

--WE CAN ALWAYS USE REAMS OF PAPER!!  If you wish to donate color or white reams of copier 

paper, please bring it to the school office.  We are beginning to run out of the paper that you so generously 

brought at the beginning of the school year.  Again, thank you for helping our children!! 

 

SIMPLE WAYS TO HELP 
Help ICCS raise funds throughout the year.                                                                         

Your friends and family can help, too! Every little bit helps! 

- Box Tops for Education—Don’t forget to sign up for the APP!!  

https://www.boxtops4education.com/How%20To%20Earn     

- Gift Card Program – Face value gift cards are available for more than 40 retail, restaurant, grocery, 
entertainment and gas establishments with a percentage going back to our school. You may purchase 
at any time from the school office.  Earn 1 volunteer hour for every $100 purchased. Purchases are 
cumulative. 

- Ink and toner cartridges, cell phones and digital cameras (drop off at school office). 

- Coupons/rewards card deals from Office Depot and Staples (drop off at school office). 

- Spirit Shop sales: open Monday through Friday 7:45 a.m. to 8:15 a.m. 

- Point Bank BuzzPoints – Have a Point Bank checking account and Buzz Points card?  Give your Buzz 
Points as a donation to ICC School.  

- Knights of Columbus spaghetti suppers and breakfasts that are designated for the school: look for 
dates and announcements during the school year.  

- Home & School Association and Athletic Booster Club fundraisers: support HSA events through the 
year. 

- Join the ICCS Dad’s Club, Moms of the Round Table Club, or Mamas Latinas Club. 

- Donations to any of the school's endowment funds that go to help with tuition assistance for 
qualifying families. Donations accepted year-round for the “Angels Among Us” fund.  

--Log on to Faith Direct on the Immaculate Conception Parish Website for giving opportunities. 

- Advertising opportunities are available in the gymnasium.  See the school office for information. 

-AUCTION, AUCTION, AUCTION!  Sign up to volunteer for the school auction in the spring.  There are 
many ways to help including decorations, data entry, reservations, check-in and check-out, etc.  The 
auction is our largest fundraiser.  Auction proceeds assist with financial assistance, operations, Fund-
A-Projects, etc.  Don’t forget to donate your $150 auction fee or solicit $150 in business donations.  

THANK YOU FOR SHARING YOUR TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE! 

https://www.boxtops4education.com/How%20To%20Earn

