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November 3, 2018 

Dear Parents, 

 

 There’s a beautiful ebb and flow to life’s 

journey.  It’s not always pretty, and sometimes it’s 

just hard and sad, but as the years roll along, the dots 

seem to connect in an amazingly meaningful way.  There are times when being a grandparent gives one a wee bit of a 

glimpse of heaven.  If we are blessed and fortunate, our lives have been defined by the sacraments.  There are the 

celebrations that bring families together for the Baptisms, then the First Communions, on to the Confirmation parties, then 

the weddings (and hopefully a few ordinations along the way).  Then, as one decade layers into another, there are the 

times of farewell.  November is always personally reflective and impactful for me as it is truly the month of All Souls on a 

personal level since November is the month my father left this world.  I love the seasons and the Liturgical Calendar as 

they are constant reminders of how we need to remember, renew, and refresh. 

 The more one has vested in family and community, especially in the same geographical area, the broader the 

swath of relationships that intertwine and the more vibrant the memories.  It’s amazing how those “dots” pop in and out. 

Recently my college roommate’s brother-in-law passed away in Wichita Falls. Since we’ve been close over the years, a 

group of us hopped in a vehicle and made the trek to Our Lady Queen of Peace for the funeral.   

 Since I used to write obituaries in one of my former lives in the newspaper business, I’ve 

always appreciated a well-written tribute.  I wasn’t really prepared for this one. “Beloved for his 

soft heart, loyalty, generosity, sense of humor, gruff persona, and quiet efficacy,” the obituary 

began. Wow! I couldn’t wait to read on.  Norman was in the first graduating class of the University 

of Dallas where two of my children graduated…a dot.  The amazing thing, however, was that 

EIGHT of his classmates were present for his funeral more than 50 years later!   

 Norman worked for the Dallas Police Department; he was a trucker; he sold safety 

equipment; he worked in retail. He was a wonderful husband, father, and grandfather.  He stumbled 

along the way but managed to get back on track; some of his AA buddies were also at the funeral.   

 The obituary continued: “He had a great love for his Catholic Church, serving in many 

capacities including lector, Eucharistic minister and coordinator of Eucharistic ministers, RCIA 

team member, and council member. He was a Knights of Columbus member from college. He had 

a special ministry for the elderly, assisting neighbors, visiting the homebound, taking the Eucharistic to those who couldn't 

get to church, caring for his mother in the last months of her life, and caring for his father-in-law so that he may be at 

home for the last four years.”  

 The dots…the dots…We went to Sacred Heart Cemetery following the 

Mass for the burial.  I had never been there. We got out of the vehicle and began 

to walk toward the tent for the final farewell.  My husband stopped me. “Look,” 

he said as he pointed down.  My eyes dropped, and I couldn’t believe it.  At my 

feet was the grave of Monsignor King, beloved Immaculate Conception pastor 

and my boss for 11 years.  Several of Norman’s UD friends came over.  Most had 

also worked with Monsignor over the years in a variety of capacities.  What did 

we do?  We took a photo! Dots…gratitude for those dots…as we wondered what 

Monsignor was trying to tell us! 

 As if these things weren’t enough to amaze believers in miracles big and 

small, it was the end of the obituary that left one saying, “why of course!”. “In 

lieu of flowers, Norman had asked that you visit someone in the hospital, a shut-in, or a nursing home. If you prefer a 

donation, you can give to FOCUS Campus Ministries donations@focus.org” 

 When I was 16, the last assignment of our driver’s education class was to write our own obituary.  That certainly 

gives one opportunity for sober reflection.  As we hail the amazing people who have come our way and who are now 

gone, may we also reflect on how our “dots” will connect when our journey has ended. 

 By the way, Monsignor was named after St. Charles Borromeo since he was born on Nov. 3.  He left the 

Monsignor King Endowment for ICCS students and the Outreach Center for the Homeless. Happy Birthday Monsignor! 

    

In Him, Elaine Schad, ICCS Principal 

mailto:donations@focus.org
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IDEA  
With All Saints and All Souls Days this week it’s a good time to remember those who have passed. Show 

your children pictures of relatives who have passed and share your memories of them. After doing this, 

pray together for the repose of their souls. Our children need to know about their ancestors and 

remember to pray for them. We also want the memories of these special people to be passed on to this 

generation. God bless!  (from Mr. Cuttica) 

 

 

Reminisces of a 1965 Graduate of BSS 
Dean’s Dispatch - November 2018 

 

 I recently celebrated yet another birthday, and that always leads to my 

looking back on days gone by. As I sat at my desk here at ICCS I wandered back 

to Blessed Sacrament Grammar School, Jackson Heights, New York, and the 

late 1950s and early 1960s. That school was my “home” from grade one to grade 

8 (there was no Kindergarten back then in Catholic schools), graduating in 1965. 

I was far from the “perfect” student, spending my share of time in the principal’s 

office, yet I truly loved my years there.  

 Despite being part of New York City, this haven of faith and learning 

was like a little town unto itself. The 24 Gray Nuns of the Sacred Heart lived in 

the large convent adjacent to the school. There was a certain mystery about these nuns, in the old habits that 

covered everything except their face. They had such a peace about them despite facing 60 students each day 

with hardly a break. I remember and can picture each and every one: Sr. Marie Louise, Sr. Rose Carmella, Sr. 

Patrina Michael, Sr. Mary of the Nazareth, Sr. Bernadine, Sr. St. Cecelia, Sr. Frances William (who I still hear 

from), Sr. Joseph Paul, and my beloved piano teacher, Sr. Patricia Marie. Each had such an impact on my life 

and my development. They truly cared about each and every one of 

us. They cared about our academics, our faith formation, and our 

integrity. Such fond memories from the past! 

 Today’s Catholic schools are not the same in some ways; 

there are no more faculties of just religious. There are no longer 60 

students in a class, thank God! Yet the caring, nurturing nature of 

the Catholic school continues; so does the concern for academics 

and faith formation. We strive to teach and model integrity to each 

and every student. The faith of our staff permeates everything we 

do here at Our Lady’s School. God is present in every lesson. We 

are so fortunate to have the school and the staff that we have here at 

ICCS.  

 My hope for the students going through this school is, that at age 67 they, too, will look back with such 

awe, fondness, and appreciation for the education they received at Our Lady’s School. I hope too that they 

appreciate the sacrifices you have made to send them here. Thank you for entrusting your precious children to 

our care. Spread the word and let others know the true value of a Catholic Education. 

 

God bless us as we travel this path together. 

    Paul Cuttica, Dean of Students, ICCS    
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Hola!! 
 

Cecy Miranda, former ICCS Director of Hispanic Services 

From her new home in Georgia 

 
Padres de familia,  

Cada semana la Escuela Católica Inmaculada Concepción, manda un correo 
electrónico con toda la información importante. El correo electrónico varía 
semanalmente, ¿lo estas recibiendo? Si no lo recibes, ponte en contacto con la 

oficina, ¡si no tienes correo electrónico es hora de que crees uno y estés en comunicación con el Colegio de tus 
hijos! La Escuela hace su mejor esfuerzo por mantenernos informados, pero es nuestra responsabilidad leer 
toda esa información.  Es indispensable que nosotros, como padres, sepamos qué es lo que sucede en la 
Escuela de nuestros pequeños, de qué manera podemos ayudar, participar y enterarnos de lo que los 
maestros esperan de nosotros.  

Los correos electrónicos son un enlace importante entre la Escuela y los padres.   

Algunos de los avisos importantes que encuentras en el correo electrónico semanal son: 

Invitaciones a actividades y/o eventos escolares. 

Reuniones con padres y maestros. 

Oportunidades y requisitos para completar las horas de voluntariado.  

Calendario de eventos para el mes. 

Recordatorios (Misa semanal, cuando vestir el uniforme de Misa, salidas temprano, fechas límites para 
entregar formas). 

Horarios de Oficina, etc... 

Es una muy buena idea asistir a todos los eventos que te sea posible y estar 100% involucrado en todo lo que 
puedas.  

También puedes mantenerte informado de lo que está sucediendo en ICCS si te registras para recibir 
información en tiempo real a través de mensajes de texto, incluyendo el cierre de escuelas relacionadas con el 
clima, emergencias y más.  Simplemente envía la palabra clave ICCS al número 888777. 

Esto te permite unirte al grupo. A continuación, recibirás un mensaje para confirmar. (Nota: dependiendo de 
tu operador y plan, pueden aplicarse cargos). 

¡Y no olvides visitarnos en nuestra página de Facebook! 

   

Dios los bendiga hoy y siempre! 

Cecy Miranda 
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ICCS Theme of the Year: 

"Do not be afraid of holiness. It will take 
away none of your energy, vitality,  

or joy," 
      Pope Francis 

__________________________________________________________ 

VIRTUE OF THE MONTH FOR NOVEMBER: 
Ardent Charity 

_____________________________________________ 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

Immaculate Conception Catholic School exists to provide a 

Christ-centered academic environment designed to promote 

the total development of the child by serving the mission of 

the Roman Catholic Church through the educational 

process.  This is accomplished by joining in community as a 

ministry of Immaculate Conception and St. Mark parishes 

to educate in the formation of faith and family; to provide a 

quality academic foundation; to unite in a nurturing and 

loving Catholic community through worship, through 

academic formation, through the promotion of peace and 

justice, through adaptation to change and diversity, through 

service, and through recognition of the value and dignity of 

each individual. 

  

VISION 
 

The vision of Immaculate Conception Catholic School is to 

teach as Jesus taught.  ICCS strives for the development of 

the whole child through participation in the sacramental life 

of the Catholic Church.  ICCS will provide superior academic preparation through a challenging 

curriculum, while promoting the ongoing formation and spiritual growth of the next generation of 

Catholic leaders to live the Gospel and to meet their full potential in preparation for a life of service in 

society. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED OUT OUR ICCS FACEBOOK PAGE? 

THERE IS A LOT TO SEE!!! DON’T MISS OUT ON THE EXCITEMENT!! 

Don’t forget to “Like” ICCS on Facebook!! 

https://www.facebook.com/catholicschooldenton.org/ 
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+ THANK YOU!!  We are very grateful to everyone who helped with 

our All Saints Day program! + 
 

--COME JOIN US EACH THURSDAY AT 8:15 A.M. FOR OUR SCHOOL MASS!!! 

 
****HELP US HELP OUR COMMUNITY FOOD BANKS**** As part of our schoolwide 
service, every FOURTH THURSDAY OF THE MONTH is a time when the children are 

asked help those in need. THIS MONTH’S COLLECTION IS DEDICATED TO OUR 
HOMELESS VETERANS!! SEE INFORMATION SHEET IN THIS BROWN ENVELOPE!! If you 

can, please send an item with your child during the month of November or on 
Thursday, Nov. 29. Thanks for caring.*** 

 

*VETERAN’S DAY PROGRAM IS  

NEXT THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8** 
ALL VETERANS ARE INVITED TO JOIN 

US AT MASS AT 8:15 A.M. FOLLOWED A  

RECEPTION AND PROGRAM IN THE GYM! 
 

 

***IF YOU PICK UP IN CAR LINE, PLEASE USE THE  

NAMETAGS THAT WERE ISSUED AT THE 

BEGINNING OF THE SCHOOL YEAR.  IT  

REALLY HELPS OUR CARLINE GO FASTER. 

CONTACT THE OFFICE IF YOU NEED 

A REPLACEMENT OR HAVE A QUESTION.*** 
         
 

THE ICCS SPIRIT SHOP IS OPEN ON SCHOOL DAYS 

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY FROM 7:45 TO 8:15 A.M. 
 

Need Safe Environment? Take it Online!! Please contact 

Terry Scaggs to Sign up at 940-565-1770, ext. 219 or send 

an email to safeenvironment@iccdenton.org      

mailto:safeenvironment@iccdenton.org
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We are grateful to everyone who participated in our BOX TOPS BONANZA! 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR WINNING CLASSES!!  FIRST PLACE:  MR CUTICA’S SECOND 

GRADE!!  SECOND PLACE:  MISS TAKACH’S SECOND GRADE!!   

THIRD PLACE:  MRS. GRAY’S THIRD GRADE!! 

 

KEEP COLLECTING!!!!  WE HOPE TO HAVE ANOTHER CONTEST IN THE SPRING!!! 

 

 

--See the hot lunch, pizza, and chicken strip forms in this month’s 
Brown Envelope.  IMPORTANT: BE SURE TO PAY CLOSE ATTENTION 

TO ALL DEADLINES AS LATE ORDERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 
PLEASE PAY EXACT AMOUNTS.  THE OFFICE DOES NOT HAVE THE 

ABILITY TO MAKE CHANGE. 

 

*******HANDBOOK REMINDERS********* 
**Be sure all textbooks are covered. 

**Shorts and skorts may not be worn from 
November 1 through March 1.  Uniform sweaters are 
required for Mass November 1 through March 1, and 

are required for school pictures. 
 

**************INCLEMENT WEATHER******************* 

In the event of inclement weather, an all-school e-mail will be sent as   soon as 

information is available.  As per our handbook, ICCS generally follows the 

Denton universities and Denton ISD.  However, ICCS prefers a delayed opening 

when it is safe.  Please log on to the school website:  

www.catholicschooldenton.org  for the latest school closings as well as the 

major television stations.  If you are not receiving our weekly family e-mail, 

please give an e-mail or updated e-mail to the office. 

SIGN UP TO RECEIVE TEXT ALERTS REGARDING CLOSURES VIA 

NIXLE.  REFER TO THE INSERT IN THIS BROWN ENVELOPE! 

 

http://www.catholicschooldenton.org/
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**REMINDER** 
LOG FOR ONE-HALF OF REQUIRED VOLUNTEER HOURS IS DUE TO 

THE OFFICE BY NOON ON DECEMBER 20th ! 
Earn volunteer hours buying Gift Cards. For every $100 worth of gift cards 
you buy, you earn 1 volunteer hour is credited towards your total of 35 volunteer hours. 
Credit is accumulated; you need not buy $100 each time. Statements of credit earned 
will be available in the school office at the end of each semester for review, and 
reported to the volunteer hour coordinator. 

THE NORTH TEXAS INDEPENDENT LEAGUE (NTIL) 
ACADEMIC MEET IS COMING!!! 

 
We are excited to begin another wonderful year of academic events at 

Immaculate Conception Catholic School!!  These events provide great 
enrichment opportunities for our students plus the opportunity for our families 

to meet students and families from other schools.  Our first meet will be the 
NTIL Academic meet on Wednesday, November 28, at Sacred Heart Elementary 

and High School in Muenster.   

More information will be forthcoming.   
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  The Private School Interscholastic Association 
(PSIA) Spring Meet Date will be  

FRIDAY, MARCH 29, 2019, here at ICCS. 
(THERE WILL BE NO SCHOOL THAT DAY) 

 

THANKSGIVING FEAST TUESDAY, NOV. 20 

Our school community will enjoy a 
turkey lunch during the regular lunch 

run 10:45 to 12:30 p.m. so we can 
have some great family fellowship as we head into 
the Thanksgiving holiday!  Order forms are in this 

brown envelope.  PLEASE NOTE:  CHICKEN STRIPS 
WILL NOT BE SERVED ON THIS DAY.  IF YOU DO NOT 
ORDER THANKSGIVING LUNCH, YOU WILL NEED TO 

BRING A SACK LUNCH. 

See the order form in this brown envelope.                          
The deadline to order is November 9th. 
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SAVE THE DATE—OUR ANNUAL AUCTION IS 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2019, 

 IN THE ICCS GYM!! 

NEW THIS YEAR: PLEASE TURN IN YOUR $150 CASH COMMITMENT 

OR SUBMIT THE INFORMATION REGARDING YOUR BUSINESS 

DONATION ASAP! PURCHASE DINNER RESERVATIONS AND 

SEATING ASAP.  SEE THE INSERTS IN THIS BROWN ENVELOPE! 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 
EMAILS: If you are still not receiving the school’s weekly email, be sure to call the office and give us an updated email. 

Office 940-381-1155 x 0 -or-  iccsoffice@gmail.com 

 

ABSENCES: Please call or email the school office by 9:00 a.m. if your child is going to be absent or arriving late to 

school.940-381-1155 x 0 –or- iccsoffice@gmail.com 

 

CALENDAR: Be sure to check the online calendar for all of the latest events on our school website: 

www.catholicschooldenton.org 

 

SECURITY:  Please assist us in keeping our campus safe by signing in and out at the school office.  Do not allow people 

into the building in any of the entry areas.  Everyone should enter the school through the front door.  If you observe 

anything suspicious, please report to the school office immediately.  Thanks so much! 

 

VOLUNTEER BADGES:  Per diocesan policy, visitors and volunteers to the school must sign in and wear their badge at 

all times.  PLEASE REMEMBER TO SIGN OUT AND RETURN YOUR BADGE!!  Thank you! 

 

SUPERVISION:  Remember, per our handbook, children must be supervised at all times while on our campus.  A parent 

MUST be present when the child is not under the direct supervision of the school. This includes sporting events, extra-

curricular activities, and when the children are on the playground.  This is a safety issue.  Please help us keep the children 

safe! 

 

CARTRIDGES:  Please continue to send those printer cartridges!!  Our school earned more than $300 in the first quarter 

through this program which we will be spending on office, school, and technology supplies.  This is really great!  If you 

work in an office that does not recycle, please ask them for their old cartridges.  It really does make a difference!  Contact 

the school office if you have a question. 

 

DECEMBER BROWN ENVELOPE WILL BE SENT HOME FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30:  Due to the Christmas 

holidays, inserts for the December Brown Envelope will be due to the office by TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27.  Brown  

envelopes will be sent home Friday, DECEMBER 1.  Included in the December Brown Envelope will be second semester 

lunch order forms for those who purchase lunch by the semester. 
 

--BASKETBALL SEASON HAS STARTED!!  Our Lady Knights and Knights have started basketball season 

in full force!!  Log on to our website:  www.catholicschooldenton.org for the latest basketball news. 

mailto:iccsoffice@gmail.com
mailto:iccsoffice@gmail.com
http://www.catholicschooldenton.org/
http://www.catholicschooldenton.org/
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 
(log on to our school website for the latest calendar updates!) 

 
--Week of Nov. 5 NTIL Writing Contests on Site  

--Nov. 6:   ELECTION DAY—DON’T FORGET TO VOTE!!!! 

--Nov. 6:  T-Shirt Tuesday for those who purchased. 

--Nov. 8:  Veterans Program after Mass in the gym 

---Nov. 9:  Dollar Jean Day for Boxes of Joy  

--Nov. 9:  St. Jude’s Trike-A-Thon 

--Nov. 9:  Grade Cutoff for Second Quarter Progress Reports 

--Nov. 12:  Basketball at St. Mary’s in Gainesville 

--Nov. 14:  ICCS Advisory Council 7 p.m. in the Library 

--Nov. 16:  ICCS hosts the NTIL Spelling Contest 

--Nov. 16:         Second quarter Progress Reports go home. 

--Nov. 20:         Divine Mercy Chaplet in Church 8:15 a.m. 

--Nov. 20:  Thanksgiving Feast (see order form in this brown envelope) 

--Nov. 20:         Student-Staff –Parent Volleyball Game 1:30 p.m. gym 

 Nov. 21-Nov. 25: Thanksgiving Holidays  

--Nov. 26:    Classes resume at 8 a.m. 

--Nov. 26: Basketball Walnut Bend at home 

--Nov. 28 NTIL Academic Meet in Muenster 

--Nov. 29:       Mass at 8:15 a.m…dress uniform…MONTHLY DRIVE FOR HOMELESS VETERANS!!      

--Nov. 29: Basketball Prestonwood Christian away 

--Nov. 30:     December Brown Envelope goes home 

--Dec. 1: ICCS VARSITY INVITATIONAL BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT IN THE GYM 

--Dec. 2:    First Sunday of Advent 

--Dec. 3: Basketball at home Red River and Sivells Bend 

--Dec. 3-7:      SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR!!! 

--Dec. 4: T-Shirt Tuesday for those who paid 

--Dec. 6: Basketball Texoma Christian at home 

--Dec. 6:     Feast of St. Nicholas 

--Dec. 8:     FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION…SCHOOL PATRONESS!!   

--Dec. 10: Basketball Sacred Heart Away 

--Dec. 13:   Mass at 8:15 p.m.  MONTHLY FOOD DRIVE FOR THE POOR!! 

--Dec. 13:  Basketball Denton Calvary at Home 

--Dec. 14: Pre-K Christmas Program in the gym 

--Dec. 14-19:  Upper School Mid-Term Exams 

--Dec. 19:   Christmas Program 7 p.m. in the Church…details to come 

--Dec. 20:   Christmas Parties… Closing Assembly at 10:30 a.m…Advent Lighting 

--Dec. 20:   NOON DISMISSAL….NO EXTENDED CARE….CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS BEGIN 

--Dec. 20-Jan. 2: Christmas Holidays…NO SCHOOL!!! 

--Dec. 25: Birth of the Baby Jesus!!! 

--Jan. 1:  Feast of Mary, the Mother of God…Holy Day of Obligation 

--Jan. 3:     Classes resume at 8 a.m. 

--Jan. 5: ICCS JV INVITATIONAL TOURNAMENT IN THE GYM 
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SIMPLE WAYS TO HELP 

Immaculate Conception Catholic School  

Fundraising and Development Opportunities 

Help ICCS raise funds throughout the year.                                                                         

Your friends and family can help, too! Every little bit helps! 

- Box Tops for Education     

- Campbell's Soup labels 

- Gift Card Program – Face value gift cards are available for more than 40 retail, restaurant, grocery, 
entertainment and gas establishments with a percentage going back to our school. You may purchase at any 
time from the school office.  Earn 1 volunteer hour for every $100 purchased. Purchases are cumulative. 

- Recycle your papers, catalogs, newspapers (drop in recycle bin in the north end of the parking lot). 

- Ink and toner cartridges, cell phones and digital cameras (drop off at school office). 

- Coupons/rewards card deals from Office Max, Office Depot and Staples (drop off at school office). 

- Spirit Shop sales: open Monday through Friday 7:45 a.m. to 8:15 a.m. 

- Point Bank BuzzPoints – Have a Point Bank checking account and Buzz Points card?  Give your Buzz Points 
as a donation to ICC School.  

- Knights of Columbus spaghetti suppers and breakfasts that are designated for the school: look for dates and 
announcements during the school year.  

- Home & School Association and Athletic Booster Club fundraisers: support HSA events through the year. 

- Join the ICCS Dad’s Club, Moms of the Round Table Club, or Mamas Latinas Club. 

- Donations to any of the school's endowment funds that go to help with tuition assistance for qualifying 
families. Donations accepted year-round for the “Angels Among Us” fund.  

--Log on to Faith Direct on the Immaculate Conception Parish Website for giving opportunities. 

- Advertising opportunities are available in the gymnasium.  See the school office for information. 

-AUCTION, AUCTION, AUCTION!  Sign up to volunteer for the school auction in the spring.  There are many 
ways to help including decorations, data entry, reservations, check-in and check-out, etc.  The auction is our 
largest fundraiser.  Auction proceeds assist with financial assistance, operations, Fund-A-Projects, etc.                              
Don’t forget to donate your $150 auction fee or solicit $150 in business donations.  

THANK YOU FOR SHARING YOUR TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE! 


