
 “Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for 

the Lord rather than for men, knowing that from 

the Lord you will receive the reward of the 

inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you 

serve.”  Colossians 3:23-24 

 

April 8, 2016 

Dear Parents, 

  “It’s time for PSIA!  Let’s Go!”  And with that call to action, it was 

all hands on deck Friday afternoon as Our Lady’s School was transformed in just under two hours to receive some one 

thousand visitors during Saturday’s PSIA meet.  Every single student had their “chore” so to speak, whether it was 

completing their snack in Pre-K so their tables could be rearranged, to the constant summoning of those wonderful Upper 

School students who moved items, sorted, organized, and whatever else it took to partner with the adults.  Every grade 

level in between had their jobs as well, whether it was securing their items or rearranging their classrooms.  Our new 

Dad’s Club was instrumental in both the setup and the cleanup as were our parish and school staff.  When Saturday came, 

we were prepared for the onslaught.  As the day progressed, students, alumni, parents, visitors, all pitched in wherever 

they could --from stapling results to helping with ribbons to again sorting, cleaning, 

and returning the building back into a school!   

 Winning is nice (Our Lady’s School is once again PSIA 1A Academic 

Champions!), but the real victory from last weekend was purpose—a sense of 

purpose- that everyone had a part to play as we worked together in the service of the 

Lord.  Fulfillment comes from knowing that we human beings matter…that we are 

children of God…and that we make a difference. 

 Many of you may remember the stories of your parents and grandparents 

who “walked five miles in the snow to school, and then picked cotton when they got home”.  Some of this was a bit 

embellished, but a lot of it was true.  Hopefully we all remember “our chores” as part of our family.  Living on the farm, a 

major nemesis back in the day of my childhood was the dreaded “goathead”, a nasty sticker that hurt a lot when it stuck to 

your foot or clothes.  One of our chores was to chop those up; our reward? A penny for a bucketful!  Growing up on a 

dairy certainly had its challenges. It was mainly my brothers who had to answer a 4:30 a.m. daily wakeup call with my 

dad to milk the cows, but we all had to be in the barn by 4 p.m. after school to milk for two hours before we went in, 

cleaned up, ate, and then did our homework.  For many of us back in the day, our chores were critical to the financial 

viability of the family; today, not so much.  However, the critical need for chores remains the same.   Mr. Cuttica shares 

this critical need in his “Dean’s Dispatch” while Cecy resonates the same in her “Hola”.  Whether you want to Google it 

(https://www.google.com/?gws_rd=ssl#q=catholic+chores+sense+of+purpose), Pin It 

(https://www.pinterest.com/AnOrganizedFam/kids-chore-charts/) or research it 

(https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/open-gently/201502/kids-who-do-chores-flourish), the results are all the same:  

Chores are important!  Chores build character!  Chores develop work ethic! Chores Glorify God! So…Let’s Go!!  

   In Him, Elaine Schad, ICCS Principal  (OVER) 

https://www.google.com/?gws_rd=ssl#q=catholic+chores+sense+of+purpose
https://www.pinterest.com/AnOrganizedFam/kids-chore-charts/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/open-gently/201502/kids-who-do-chores-flourish


Dean’s Dispatch 
Paul Cuttica, Dean of Students 

 

Children NEED Chores! 
Household chores for children have many benefits academically, 

emotionally, and professionally! The research of Marty Rossmann, of the University of Mississippi, shows that 

assigning chores to young children (beginning at age 3) helps build a lasting sense of mastery and self-reliance. 

His study also showed that asking children to help with household chores starting at this young age was 

instrumental in predicting success in their mid-twenties. Despite this data, a recent survey showed that 82% of 

adults had chores as children, yet only 28% reported 

asking their children to do chores.  The reasons for 

not requiring them to do chores included children’s 

increasing participation in school and extracurricular 

activities as well as parent’s reluctance to add more 

responsibility on their children.  Does this scream, “Wait 

a minute!!!” to you, as it did to me? Could we be 

allowing our children to be involved in too many 

activities? Are our children spreading themselves so thin that we end up with a society of “Jacks of all trades 

and Masters of none?” Are we sending our 18 year olds into the world without basic living skills like making a 

bed, washing dishes by hand, cooking a meal, mowing the lawn, doing laundry, etc? Perhaps we need to take a 

good hard look at our priorities.  

We may need to give our children limits … say one or two, rather than five or six, afterschool activities. 

We all see children on a daily basis using electronics for hours at a time - at home, in restaurants, waiting 

rooms, and even in church! Electronics are wonderful and have their place in our lives but so do chores and 

learning responsibility. We need to limit the time spent on technology as well. Maybe we should be sure we 

give our children the things we HAD and not worry so much about giving them the things we didn’t have.  

I’ve included in this Brown Envelope a list of age-appropriate chores from age three through teenage 

years. We need to choose chores for our children that are within their capabilities and benefit the family, not 

just themselves. This builds empathy. We need to start small and give more responsibilities as they achieve 

success and mature in age.   

As parents, we need to be specific in our expectations and explanations. We can’t say, “Go dust” 

without first demonstrating how to dust, or do laundry, or mow the lawn etc. We need to model for our 

children and then be encouraging and supportive of our children’s achievements. Linking monetary allowance 

to completing chores is a whole other issue! As with everything, there are pros and cons; however, my first 

instinct is the intrinsic reward we all get from accomplishing something worthwhile. After a child completes 

their chores, they should feel a sense of pride and accomplishment for a job well done. 

As our society has become more prosperous, we have expected less and less of our children. This is 

truly a disservice to our greatest gifts from God. Children need to develop a work ethic, a sense of community, 

and pride in their work along with a Christ centered life.  God bless you through the journey of childrearing! 

  Paul Cuttica  (OVER) 



Hola!! 
Cecy Miranda   

ICCS Director of Hispanic Services 

En la educación de nuestros hijos debemos incluir el cuidado de la casa desde 

que son pequeños, para que se vayan acostumbrando. Las tareas les enseñan las 

responsabilidades asociadas con crecer y 

tener una casa. Cualquiera que sea la edad de 

tus hijos, ponlos a trabajar, para que puedan aprender el sentido de la 

responsabilidad. 

Hacer una lista de tareas domésticas para tus hijos es fácil, lograr que lo 

hagan no lo es tanto. Los niños prefieren hacer otras cosas en lugar de las 

tareas domésticas. 

La pregunta es, que podemos hacer para que los niños colaboren? 

Les puedes hacer ver que forman un equipo, que lo hagan o no lo hagan eso 

afectará a todos. Es importante saber que las tareas que les asignamos no 

son para aliviar la carga de los padres ni para aprovechar el tiempo libre de 

los hijos, son para su beneficio, para hacerlos más fuertes para enfrentar la vida.  

No olvide  que a los niños les gusta ayudar y sentirse parte de la familia, y es responsabilidad de nosotros los 

padres educar un carácter colaborador en el hogar. Puedes también preguntarle 

con qué tareas se siente más cómodo y lograr acuerdos respecto a lo que toda la 

familia necesita de parte de todos. También recuerda la importancia de hacer las 

tareas algo divertido, no complicado: poner un poco de música al ordenar es 

siempre una buena idea. 

Tareas sencillas como hacer su cama, ordenar su habitación, 

poner o recoger la mesa, sacar la basura, cuidar y alimentar a 

la mascota y todo lo que creas que tu hijo sea capaz de hacer y 

que no ofrezca riesgos es una oportunidad. No olives 

motivarlo, esto lo animará a seguir ayudando. Recuerda darles 

muchos elogios por lograr sus tareas y ten en mente que todo 

esfuerzo que hagas para enseñar a tu hijo respecto al cuidado 

del hogar le servirá para toda la vida. 

Que Dios los bendiga,  Cecy Miranda 

  

 

 

(OVER) 

 

http://www.guiainfantil.com/blog/576/ensenar-a-los-ninos-a-aprovechar-y-disfrutar-su-tiempo.html
http://www.guiainfantil.com/blog/576/ensenar-a-los-ninos-a-aprovechar-y-disfrutar-su-tiempo.html


 

 

 

 

WHETHER YOU STILL NEED UNIFORMS FOR THIS YEAR OR NEXT, WE HAVE FIVE $75 

PARKER GIFT CARDS FOR PURCHASE.  PLEASE CONTACT DIANE WHITE IF YOU WOULD 

LIKE TO PURCHASE ONE OR MORE. 

***Volunteer forms are due by April 29. 

You must be updated with Keeping 

Children Safe for the hours to count.*** 

***THINK ABOUT JOINING OUR SUBSTITUTE STAFF 

TEAM FOR 2016-2017! CONTACT THE OFFICE FOR DETAILS.*** 

JOIN US EVERY THURSDAY AT 8:15 A.M. FOR HOLY MASS!! 

 IT’S A GREAT WAY TO START THE DAY! 

_____________________________ 
***THANK YOU IMMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISHIONERS*** 

FEBRUARY SECOND COLLECTIONS FOR THE  

EDUCATION BUILDING TOTALED $26,328.96 

THIS WAS SENT TO THE DIOCESE  

REMAINING NOTE BALANCE:   $362,913.99 

SUMMER ATHLETIC CAMPS ARE COMING 

YOUR WAY!  LOOK FOR AN 

INFORMATIONAL E-MAIL SOON! 

          -OVER- 



GO TRACK TEAMS!! 

April 14 NTIL Track Meet in Gainesville      

ARE YOU GETTING WEEKLY EMAILS?  IF NOT, 

PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL OFFICE. 

WEEKLY EMAILS INCLUDE IMPORTANT 

INFORMATION ABOUT SCHOOL EVENTS! 

 “LITTLE KNIGHTS” PRESCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN 

PREVIEW DAY!! 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20 AND FRIDAY, MAY 6 

8:30 TO 10 A.M. 

BE SURE TO SAVE THESE DATES!! 

MONDAY, APRIL 25…FINE ARTS NIGHT! 

FRIDAY, APRIL 29…..GRANDPARENTS  

AND FRIENDS DAY!!! 

THURSDAY, MAY 5…MAY CROWNING! 

THURSDAY, MAY 5… FIRST COMMUNION RECOGNITION AT 

SCHOOL MASS. 

THURSDAY, MAY 5… GLAMOURCRAFT PHOTOS FOR FIRST 

COMMUNION, 8TH GRADE PROMOTION & SPECIAL 

GROUPS.  ORDER FORMS COMING SOON! 



 

UPCOMING DATES: 
April 13:  “Teacher for a Day” Auction prizes. 

April 13:  Advisory Council Meeting 7 p.m. in the library. 

April 14:  One Act Play performance 9:30 a.m. in the gym.  Parents are invited! 

April 14:  NTIL Track Meet at Gainesville 

April 16:  PSIA One Act Play Competition in Arlington 

April 20:  Preschool and Kindergarten Preview Day 8:30 to 10 a.m. 

April 22:  Progress Reports Go Home 

April 25:  Fine Arts Night! 

April 28:  Eighth Grade Diocesan Mass 6 p.m. at St. Patrick’s Fort Worth 

April 29:  BRING A FOOD OR TOILETRY ITEM—MONTHLY FOOD DRIVE! 

April 29:  All Are Invited to our 20th Anniversary Mass at 8:15 a.m. with Bishop 

Michael Olson as celebrant! 

April 29:  Grandparents and Friends Day…all are invited! 

April 29:  God’s Grace Book and Gift Fair 

April 29: In-N-Out Burger Fundraiser Sponsored by Student Council  

and Builders Club. Orders will be taken until April 15. 

May 5:     May Crowning 8:15 a.m. Mass 

May 5:     First Communion Recognition at school Mass.   

May 5:     Glamourcraft photos for First Communion, 8th Grade Promotion and 

special groups.  Order forms coming soon! 

May 6:     Fourth Grade Stores Galore!!!!   

May 13:   Pep Rally 2:00 p.m. 

May 14:    PSIA State Meet TCU in Ft. Worth 

 

 

  (OVER) 
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