
 
“Jesus said to them, “My food is to do 
the will of the one who sent me and to 
finish his work.”     John 4:34 
 
 

January 15, 2016 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

 While most of the people reading this letter are of another entire generation, quite a few may have noticed 

that Elvis Presley, IF he IS still alive, would be celebrating his 81
st
 birthday this month!  This, of course, provided 

quite the fodder for Mr. Cuttica and I, who ARE of that generation, to review the journey; and, as frequently 

happens, the conversation rewinds back to our Catholic school upbringing.   

  “I don’t remember when Elvis died, but I do remember when Pope John XXXIII died,” Mr. Cuttica said. 

“The sisters came into the classroom crying their eyes out.  They said they couldn’t go on with their teaching, and 

that we all just needed to go home!”  That was 1963. We then mused about having a similar occurrence in the year 

2016 when we would just simply show the children the door…..of course, in this “new” world, that is impossible. 

 “Way leads upon way” as Robert Frost would say, so the rewind continued.  Just rewinding over four days 

of my life, I was stunned that NOT ONE EIGHTH GRADER knew who Any Giffith was! (But we Googled it!).  

After school recently, I visited a friend at a rehab center here in Denton.  When I entered the center, my eyes cast 

over to an elderly couple seated near the reception area.  Turns out, they were the grandparents of one of my son’s 

elementary school classmates at St. Mary’s.  While we were chatting, another person came in with whom I went to 

high school.  She was caring for her mom who had fallen and who was also at the center. The next day I went to 

have dinner with my brother who struggles after suffering a stroke three years ago. All of this is a “part to the 

whole” so to speak, in my role as a Child of God--wife, grandparent, parent, sister, teacher, principal and so much 

more…a pilgrim…a “player upon the stage” during my brief mortal time here on earth. 

 The centerpiece of the journey remains our Catholic upbringing because it is the single most thing that 

makes us whole and complete—from conception to natural death as we are asked so often to offer in prayer.   Since 

our Catholic school experience intertwines our spirituality into all facets of our lives, we remain so very blessed to 

be able to rewind to those times of personal conversion and being comforted that our faith will sustain us to the end. 

 How do we keep that spiritual rudder in a world seemingly gone awry? Maybe someone who knew Elvis 

well might have some insight.  Dolores Hart 

starred opposite Elvis in a couple of pictures.  A 

rising star, she was nominated for a Golden Globe 

award and was well on her way.  Then, her true 

vocation called…to become a cloistered nun.  

Now Mother Dolores Hart, her journey is an 

amazing one worthy of notice.  

http://abbeyofreginalaudis.org/community-

mdh.html?winst=1452431326557&of=0 

 How do we help our children and students grow “in the way 

that they should go?”  We can remember St. Paul’s reminder in his 

letter to Titus: “The grace of God has appeared, saving all and 
training us to reject godless ways and worldly desires and to live 

temperately, justly, and devoutly in this age. Titus 2:11-12 (and yes, 

this was written during the time of St. Paul, and NOT today!). 

 Yes, January marks Elvis’ birthday, but is also St. Joan of 

Arc’s birthday.  Yes, we think we may have it tough, but then all we 

need to do is help load the latest items for Catholic Charities for 

refugees who have no home.  January is the time we celebrate 

Catholic schools and the gift they are, so let’s be grateful.  By the 

way, put Bethlehem, Connecticut, on your bucket list—now the home 

of an open air theater, founded by Mother Dolores right there at the 

Abbey!  http://abbeyofreginalaudis.org/visit-theater.html 

In Him, Elaine Schad, ICCS Principal 

http://abbeyofreginalaudis.org/community-mdh.html?winst=1452431326557&of=0
http://abbeyofreginalaudis.org/community-mdh.html?winst=1452431326557&of=0
http://abbeyofreginalaudis.org/visit-theater.html


 

THE DEAN’S DISPATCH 
 

The Benefits of a Catholic Education 
 

Paul Cuttica 

Dean of Students 

“Our generation will show that it can rise to the 

promise found in each young person when we 

know how to give them space. This means that we have to create the 

material and spiritual conditions for their full development; to give them a 

solid basis on which to build their lives; to guarantee their safety and 

their education to be everything they can be…"  - Pope Francis 

 How fortunate I was to have had the opportunity to 

be educated in the Catholic tradition at Blessed Sacrament 

Grammar School, Jackson Heights, New York, from grades 

one through eight. The wonderful Gray Nuns of the Sacred 

Heart devoted their lives to our “full development” with a solid basis in Catholic teaching and 

strong academic standards. I cherish those years and offer prayers of thanksgiving for the 

opportunities I was afforded.  

 I recently received a Christmas card from Sr. Francis William GNSH, my seventh grade 

teacher, who retired after 56 years of teaching in Catholic Schools. I was honored to have 

been her student, and I hope I have been able to impart a fraction of what she, and the other 

Sisters, instilled in me at Blessed Sacrament. I can name each Sister that I had from first 

through eighth grade to this day. I hope they are looking down on me and guiding me in the 

right direction (I hope they forgive me for the gray hairs I caused as well!) I often wonder how 

many of the 120 students from the class of 1965 have taught in Catholic Schools?  

 I tell you this to show the lasting effect a Catholic education can have on an individual. 

There are many good schools that provide a top notch education, but the ideals and faith 

gained from a Catholic education cannot be equaled. The sacrifices you make to send your 

child to a Catholic school will be paid back ten-fold as you watch your child mature to 

adulthood. Catholic schools offer academic excellence with an emphasis on Catholic values. 

They offer healthy relationships in a supportive environment. The rigorous curriculum enables 

each student to become all that they can be. *Students in Catholic schools consistently 

perform above the national average on standardized tests (IOWAS). *By the time students are 

in 8th grade, they are scoring about 3 years above their grade level, on average, in English 

language arts and mathematics. Self discipline is a result of the expectation that students take 

responsibility for their actions, to respect others, and to make choices based on their faith 

experience. With Christ as our model, how can the students not excel?  

The staff members at ICCS thank you for sending your children to Our Lady’s School. It is our 

pleasure to afford your child a Catholic education. As Catholic Schools Week approaches, we 

encourage you to spread the word and be sure to re-register for the 2016-2017 academic year. 

God bless you all! 

* NCEA statistics          -OVER- 



Hola!! 
 

Cecy Miranda   

ICCS Director of Hispanic Services 
 

Feliz Año! 

Comienzo un nuevo año agradeciendo a Dios 

la posibilidad de ver a mis hijos y a mas niños 

viviendo la oportunidad de formarse en 

una Escuela Católica que nos brinda no solo 

un excelente nivel académico sino también 

una formación en la fe que los ayuda a 

afrontar los retos de un mundo moderno en 

un ambiente en el que los alumnos, padres y 

maestros experimentamos la presencia del 

Dios en nuestras vidas. Los valores, que no 

solo aprenden los niños sino que 

experimentan todos los días, los impulsan a 

ser mejores personas cada día y los ayudan a crecer y a relacionarse 

con los demás.  

Educar a los hijos no es fácil, pero 

teniendo a Dios presente en nuestras 

vidas hace la diferencia. 

La participación de los padres de familia 

en la educación de los niños es 

indispensable. Prediquemos con el 

ejemplo, porque están en una edad en la 

que lo más importante es lo que ven a su alrededor. Es necesario que 

haya congruencia entre lo que observan y lo que les dicen, para que 

puedan desarrollarse con valores.  

Los invito a que se involucren en las actividades escolares y que 

mantengan una comunicación activa con los maestros de sus hijos. 

Les deseo un año lleno de bendiciones!      

                     Cecy Miranda                                        -OVER- 



IMPORTANT NEWS FROM OUR 

LADY’S SCHOOL!! 
 
Letter From ICCS Advisory Chair Michael Johnson:  
Please read carefully the letter from our School Advisory 

Chair regarding tuition and fees for 2016-2017 enclosed in this 

Brown Envelope.  We are extremely grateful to our entire 

Advisory Council for their advice and wisdom as we continue 

this inter-parochial Catholic school ministry of St. Mark and 

Immaculate Conception parishes of Catholic faith formation and excellence in the education of the whole child.  

We continue to pray through the intercession of Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception and St. Mark the 

Evangelist that our school will continue to be the flourishing place of faith-filled energy that it is. 

 “Light The Way!” 

 

In-House Registration for 2016-2017 Begins Monday, February 1:  Please note the very important 

enrollment information in the packet enclosed with this Brown Envelope.  Those families who are currently 

enrolled receive first opportunity to re-enroll during Catholic Schools Week Feb. 1-5.  Beginning on Monday, 

February 8, registration will be open to parishioners of both of our sponsoring parishes of St. Mark and Immaculate 

Conception.  Open Registration begins Monday, February 15. We expect that some of our classes will be at 

capacity for 2016-17, so be sure to secure your spot. Please ask if you have questions. 

 

 

INCLEMENT WEATHER INFORMATION:  Please be aware of our procedure for inclement weather.  If ICCS 

announces a late start or closing, it will be announced no later than 7 a.m. on the major prime television channels.   

 SIGN UP FOR INCLEMENT WEATHER  
TEXT MESSAGES – NIXLE 

Sign up today to receive real-time information via text messaging and email 

about what is happening at ICCS including events, school closures, 

emergencies and other pertinent information. Simply go to: 

http://local.nixle.com/immaculate-conception-catholic-school/ 
 

An e-mail will be sent out to those on our regular weekly school e-mail list.  IMPORTANT: If you are not 

receiving weekly e-mails, please contact the school or email iccsoffice@gmail.com 

 

IN CASE OF DELAYED OPENINGS, THERE WILL BE NO MORNING EXTENDED CARE:  Our staff 

members are also unable to get to school in bad weather situations. 

 

 

*All lunch orders for February are due by  

Friday, January 22, 2016.  

Find order forms in this brown envelope. 
 

NOTICE!  Ash Wednesday lunch change for hot lunch!  Las Lomas Taqueria will be 

serving cheese enchiladas instead of hamburgers on Ash Wednesday, February 10
th

.  

If you would like to order, see the hot lunch insert in this brown envelope. 

 
 

            -OVER- 

 

http://local.nixle.com/immaculate-conception-catholic-school/


CALENDAR ITEMS: 
 

January 18:  Martin Luther King holiday….NO SCHOOL 

January 23:  ICCS/Selwyn Invitational Basketball Tournament in the ICCS gym all day.  Come and support 

our teams!! 

January 25:  Alumni Night as ICCS hosts Sacred Heart in the ICCS gym.  

January 28 and 30:  NTIL Basketball Tournament at Sacred Heart in Muenster. End of the basketball 

season. 

January 29:  Catholic Schools Week Spaghetti Dinner and Open House IN THE GYM.  

January 31:  The official Catholic Schools Week Mass will be at 10 a.m. at Immaculate Conception.  “Wear 

Your Uniform to Mass” wherever you are!! 

January 31-Feb. 6:  Catholic Schools Week…LIST OF ACTIVITES TO FOLLOW SOON! 

February 1-5:  In-House Registration for 2016-2017 

February 2:  T-Shirt Tuesday for those who purchased. 

February 3:  Home and School Association Officers Meeting 8 a.m. in the Portables.  Guests are welcome!! 

February 3:  ICCS Advisory Council Meeting 7 p.m. in the Library 

February 8:  Chicken Strips served for those who purchased.  NO HOT LUNCH ON THIS DAY. If you did 

not order chicken strips for February, please bring a sack lunch. 

February 9:  Shrove Tuesday Pancake Luncheon.  Proceeds to benefit third-world relief. 

February 10:  ASH WEDNESDAY…MASS AT 8:15 A.M. 

February 11:  Regular Uniform…no school Mass 

February 12:  Brown Envelope Goes Home. 

February 19:  NO SCHOOL….DIOCESAN IN-SERVICE….. 

March 1:  T-Shirt Tuesday for those who purchased. 

March 2:  Home and School Executive Officers Meeting 8 a.m. in the Portables 

March 2:  Fifth Grade Vocation Day at St. John the Apostle in North Richland Hills 

March 4:  End of Third Quarter 

March 4:  NOON DISMISSAL….AUCTION SETUP!!!!!  MANY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!!! 

March 5:  ANNUAL AUCTION!!!      

April 2:  PSIA ACADEMIC MEET AT ICCS…MANY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!  

April 29:  BISHOP OLSON CELEBRATES 20
TH

 ANNIVERSARY MASS AT ICCS….GRANDPARENTS 

AND FRIENDS DAY!!! 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

****REMINDER TO PLEASE PAY ANY OUTSTANDING ACCOUNT BALANCES:  Please check with 

Bookkeeper Mrs. Diane White if you have questions. 

 

****REMINDER TO CALL THE SCHOOL OFFICE BY 9 A.M. IF YOUR CHILD WILL BE ABSENT:  

Please see handbook: "If for any reason a student will not be in attendance at school, the parent is required to call 

the school office (940)381-1155 by 9:00 a.m. to report the absence." A short phone call saves the office a lot of 

time from having to contact parents.  Thank you!! 

 

 

**IF YOU HAVE STAPLES COUPONS, WE CAN USE THEM** 

**IF YOU WISH TO DONATE KEURIG CAFFEINE COFFEE, WE CAN USE THEM** 

**IF YOU WISH TO DONATE “AA” BATTERIES, WE CAN USE THEM** 

 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC SCHOOL RECEIVED A CHECK FOR $1,136.90 BECAUSE 

YOU ARE SAVING BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION!!  Please continue to save General Mills Boxtops for 

Education. Bring them to the school or parish office or put them in the collection basket! Thanks to everyone for 

helping us keep Catholic education affordable for the families of our parish and beyond.  

 

DON’T FORGET TO BRING IN THOSE CAMPBELL’S LABELS AND ALSO RECYCLE 

NEWSPAPERS AND CARDBOARD IN OUR RECYCLE BIN IN THE PARKING LOT. 

 



OUR LADY’S SCHOOL RECEIVED A CHECK FOR $360.80 FROM KROGER THANKS TO THE 

PEOPLE WHO HAVE LINKED THEIR KROGER CARD TO ICCS!!  IF YOU STILL NEED TO DO SO, 

PLEASE DO SO TODAY BY GOING TO:  

 

www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com 

ICCS Code:  80371 

 

--WE CAN ALWAYS USE REAMS OF PAPER!!  If you wish to donate color or white reams of copier paper, 

please bring it to the school office.  We are beginning to run out of the paper that you so generously brought at the 

beginning of the school year.  Again, thank you for helping our children!! 

  

AUCTION!   AUCTION!    AUCTION! 

-IF YOU HAVE NOT TURNED IN YOUR AUCTION ITEM(S) OR PAID 

THE $150 OPT-OUT FEE, PLEASE DO SO NOW!  WE ARE IN NEED 

OF SMALL DENOMINATION GIFT CARDS IN THE AMOUNTS OF 

$10, $15, $25 FOR PRIZES FOR THE WINE PULL.  IF YOU HAVE 

NOT YET TURNED IN YOUR AUCTION ITEM, PLEASE CONSIDER 

GIFT CARDS AS AN OPTION.  DON’T FORGET TO ORDER GIFT 

CARDS FROM THE ICCS GIFT CARD PROGRAM!  YOU CAN 

FULFILL YOUR AUCTION DONATION AND EARN VOLUNTEER 

POINTS AT THE SAME TIME!!! *(CASH OR CHECK ONLY) 

PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL OFFICE FOR MORE 

INFORMATION. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

******************************************************************************************* 

PLEASE DRIVE SLOWY ON OUR SCHOOL 

CAMPUS AT ALL TIMES!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

      -OVER- 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/

