
“Docility….one must carefully, frequently, and reverently 

apply one’s mind to the teachings of the learned, neither 

neglecting them through laziness, nor despising them 

through pride…”  

St. Thomas Aquinas 

 

November 6, 2015 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

 Wow, what a frenetic society we live in!  Rush, rush…go, go…electronic devices to the point of 

carpel tunnel thumbs...I’m in a hurry to get things done…to the point where life may be no fun! 

 So, it’s super ironic that our Virtue of the Month is Docility. “Say What???” one might ask.  So 

funny that our Little Flowers Club is studying this virtue with the first line of the explanation sheet 

being, “Docility is a virtue desperate for a marketing campaign!” 

 So, what is docility?  St. Thomas Aquinas took this on per the above quotation; however, one 

could encapsulate docility in the year 2015 in two words:  “Just Chill!” 

 Take a deep breath; offer a prayer; REALLY LISTEN to someone who may have more wisdom 

than we do; LEARN from those who can teach us through 

experience; these are just a few of the ways that we can MOVE 

AWAY from the concept as Americans that docility is cowardice and 

MOVE TOWARD its real meaning of PRUDENCE in all we do. 

“Docility works hand-in-hand with every virtue to lead us closer to 

God and HIS will for us,” to quote another source on docility. 

 Interestingly enough, this week on Catholic radio there was 

an example of how docility can lead to moments of “Instant 

Evangelization”.  One of the commentators told of reporting to a 

meeting at work with ashes on her head.  “The first part of the 

meeting was spent with every person at the table ridiculing and 

making fun of me about my ashes,” she said.  “Instead of lashing 

back, I sat back and really listened to them intently.  When they were 

all finished, I simply told them what the ashes meant in a very calm 

voice. One person responded, “Really?  I didn’t know that.”  The 

commentator went on to say that this created an ongoing dialog between her and that co-worker.  Now, 

several years later, that commentator is going to be the godmother for that co-worker’s child.  Docility 

led to information…information led to conversion…conversion led to grace.   

 “Functional Compassion” is another example of docility in action.  The Little Flower of Jesus 

blogspot: http://littleflowersofjesus.blogspot.com/2015/04/docility.html talked about “stepping out of 

one’s comfort level” to REALLY respond with CREATIVITY to the needs of the world.   

 Sometimes we might tire of food drives, but these drives are critical to keeping people alive, so 

with docility, we continue to do those things over and over again.  While most of us take shoes for 

granted in this “first world” country, more than 300 million children worldwide have no shoes at all.  

Thus arose “Functional Compassion” through such organizations as http://becauseinternational.org/. 

There are Little Dresses for Africa http://www.littledressesforafrica.org/blog/ in which our own ICCS 

sewing class has been involved. 

 Docility points to the fact, once again, that it’s not about us.  May our prayer be that we listen 

intently and then respond to those who are able to teach us how to care. 

 

In Him, Elaine Schad, ICCS Principal (OVER) 

http://littleflowersofjesus.blogspot.com/2015/04/docility.html
http://becauseinternational.org/
http://www.littledressesforafrica.org/blog/


 The Dean’s Dispatch 

Paul Cuttica, Dean of Students 

Raising a Catholic Family in a Secular World 

 As Catholic parents we have the sacred responsibility of passing 

the richness of our Catholic faith to our children. We are the primary educators of our children 

in all aspects of life. In order to teach our children we must first develop our personal religious 

life.  You can’t give what you don’t have! We need to participate in the Sacraments, have a 

prayer life, and live our Catholic beliefs as best we can. We need also to read about our faith, 

not only in the Bible, but works by Catholic authors. 

 

 By living our faith, our children, who see us as role models, will emulate our actions, 

words, and deeds. By studying our faith, we will be able to answer their questions, or at least 

know where to find the answers. Family prayer should be a part of each day. Preparing for the 

liturgical seasons of Advent and Lent with special customs will instill an appreciation for the 

richness of our Catholic traditions. Do you have an Advent wreath? Do you have religious 

symbols (crucifixes, statues of Mary, Jesus, or the Saints, framed religious prints etc.) visible in 

your home? While on vacation do you take an opportunity to visit a shrine or local church? 

These all show our children that our faith is important to us. 

 

 We need to overcome the incredible influence of our secular world. Often God is 

excluded from “real” life. There are things we can do to decrease secular influences. Limit the 

hours of TV your children watch, make use of DVD’s that you consider wholesome viewing. Be 

very watchful of the video games, music, movies, and books that your children are exposed to. 

Most of all you need to be aware of the potential dangers of Internet use. Monitor all they do 

and view. This is not making us members of the Secret Police, it makes us good parents to 

KNOW what our children are doing and guiding them to make good choices. When we become 

parents, it becomes our responsibility to teach and guide our children to become faith filled, 

productive citizens of our society and our Church. 

God bless you all, and I pray daily for our ICCS families and their journey! 

Paul Cuttica   

(OVER) 



Hola!! 
Cecy Miranda,  

ICCS Director of Hispanic Services 
 

. Queridos Padres de Familia, 

Cuando uno recuerda los años escolares, es inevitable pensar en los padres, ya sea preparándonos 

el almuerzo, llevándonos a la escuela, asistiendo a las juntas con los maestros, ayudándonos a 

hacer la tarea,  siempre presentes. No olvidemos que los padres de familia 

somos un ejemplo a seguir, ya sea en el carácter, la puntualidad, la manera 

de vestir, el comportamiento, a la hora de tomar decisiones, y mucho mas.  

Sin duda alguna, nuestro ejemplo vale más que mil palabras. Los niños se 

fijan en todo! Y nosotros no podemos exigir cualidades que nosotros no 

tenemos. Tratamos con cortesía al prójimo? Pedimos perdón cuando nos 

equivocamos? Somos honestos? Llegamos a la hora requerida? En casa, 

dedicamos tiempo para estar con nuestros hijos?  

Deseo de todo corazón, que cada día de clases en nuestra Escuela Católica 

Inmaculada Concepción sea motivo para guardar en nuestros corazones un recuerdo para toda la 

vida!   Que Dios los bendiga,  Cecy Miranda. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

Immaculate Conception Catholic School exists to provide a Christ-centered academic environment designed to 

promote the total development of the child by serving the mission of the Roman Catholic Church through the 

educational process.  This is accomplished by joining in community as a ministry of Immaculate Conception and St. 

Mark parishes to educate in the formation of faith and family; to provide a quality academic foundation; to unite in a 

nurturing and loving Catholic community through worship, through academic formation, through the promotion of 

peace and justice, through adaptation to change and diversity, through service, and through recognition of the value 

and dignity of each individual. 

  

VISION 
 

The vision of Immaculate Conception Catholic School is to teach as Jesus taught.  ICCS strives for the development of 

the whole child through participation in the sacramental life of the Catholic Church.  ICCS will provide superior 

academic preparation through a challenging curriculum, while promoting the ongoing formation and spiritual growth 

of the next generation of Catholic leaders to live the Gospel and to meet their full potential in preparation for a life of 

service in society.  (OVER) 



 

 

Salute To Our Veterans 

8:15 a.m. Mass Wednesday, November 11 
Reception following in the gym 

Program at 9:30 a.m.  
Presented by the ICCS Fifth Graders, 

Stringed Instrument Orchestra, and Cherub Choir. 
Memorabilia Display (Please call the school office if  

you can bring something for the display!!) 
 

THANK YOU!!  We are very grateful to everyone who helped with our All Saints Day program!  We are grateful to 

everyone who participated in our BOX TOPS BONANZA!   Thank you for energy!  We are grateful to everyone who made 

our Lady Knights Volleyball season a success!  CONGRATULATIONS TO THE LADY KNIGHTS ON THEIR FIRST PLACE 

FINISH IN THE NORTH TEXAS INDEPENDENT LEAGUE!!  Thanks so much to Coach Briones, Coach Rochas and to all who 

helped with our admissions, concessions, and more.  We are truly blessed!! Don’t miss the ongoing excitement of our 

sports program as basketball season is underway! 

SECURITY:  Please assist us in keeping our campus safe by signing in and out at the school office.  Do not allow people 

into the building in any of the entry areas.  Everyone should enter the school through the front door.  If you observe 

anything suspicious, please report to the school office immediately.  Thanks so much! 

VOLUNTEER BADGES:  Per diocesan policy, visitors and volunteers to the school must sign in and wear their badge at all 

times.  PLEASE REMEMBER TO SIGN OUT AND RETURN YOUR BADGE!!  Thank you! 

SUPERVISION:  Remember, per our handbook, children must be supervised at all times while on our campus.  A parent 

MUST be present when the child is not under the direct supervision of the school. This includes sporting events, extra-

curricular activities, and when the children are on the playground.  This is a safety issue.  Please help us keep the 

children safe! 

UNIFORM REMINDERS:  Students are to wear their uniform sweaters to Mass as of Nov. 1.  No shorts or skorts are 

allowed after Nov. 1 Upper School:  All Khaki pants are to be Parker issue only. Undershirts: Through Grade 5:  single-

colored, non-logo, red, white, or blue long-sleeved undershirts are OK. Upper School:  The long-sleeved undershirt must 

be color coordinate with the particular uniform shirt they are wearing...single-colored, non-logo, white, blue or red.  If 

they are wearing a short-sleeved undershirt, it can be white with any of the uniform tops.  

CARTRIDGES:  Please continue to send those printer cartridges!!  Our school earned arouns $400 in the first quarter 

through this program which we will be spending on office, school, and technology supplies.  This is really great!  If you 

work in an office that does not recycle, please ask them for their old cartridges.  It really does make a difference!  

Contact the school office if you have a question.        

(OVER) 



DECEMBER BROWN ENVELOPE WILL BE SENT HOME FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4:  Due to the Christmas holidays, inserts for 

the December Brown Envelope will be due to the office by December 2.  Brown envelopes will be sent home Friday, 

December 4.  Included in the December Brown Envelope will be second semester lunch order forms for those who 

purchase lunch by the semester. 

--BASKETBALL SEASON HAS STARTED!!  Our Lady Knights and Knights have started basketball season in full force!!  Log 

on to our website:  www.catholicschooldenton.org for the latest basketball news.   - 

--HALF OF FAMILY VOLUNTEER REQUIREMENT DUE BY NOON ON DECEMBER 18!  Please turn in your Volunteer Hours 

by the end of December which reflects at least half of the 25 hour requirement.  Please ask Diane White if you have a 

question. 

--OUR THANKSGIVING FEAST IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER!!  Come join us for a 

wonderful Turkey and Dressing luncheon on Tuesday, Nov. 24. Chicken Strips will 

be served Monday, Nov. 23.  No hot lunch will be served Monday, Nov. 23. Please 

keep to the deadline so we can prepare accordingly!   Reminder:  If you are not 

ordering chicken strips on Monday or Turkey on Tuesday, please bring a sack 

lunch. 

 On the Calendar:  (log on to our school website for the latest calendar updates!) 

Week of November 9:  NTIL Writing events for those who participate at ICCS 

Nov. 9-13:  Scholastic Turkey Reading Book Fair in the ICCS Library.  Proceeds benefit the Library. 

Nov. 11:  Veterans Program 8:15 Mass followed by reception and program in the gym 

Nov. 11:  ICCS Advisory Council meets at 7 p.m. in the library.  Visitors welcome! 

Nov. 13:  Kickoff for the Catholic Life Sweepstakes 

Nov. 18:  Glamourcraft makeup photos, class photos, and groups; Mass uniform required with sweater 

Nov. 20:  NTIL Spelling at ICCS for those who are participating 

Nov. 19:  Mass at 8:15 a.m…dress uniform…MONTHLY FOOD DRIVE FOR THE POOR!! 

Nov. 20:  Second quarter Progress Reports go home. 

Nov. 23:  Chicken Strips served on MONDAY for those who purchased. NO HOT LUNCH!! 

Nov. 24:  Divine Mercy Chaplet in Church 8:15 a.m. 

Nov. 24:  Thanksgiving Feast during the lunch run 

Nov. 24:  Student-Staff –Parent Volleyball Game 1:30 p.m. gym 

 Nov. 25-Nov. 29: Thanksgiving Holidays    (OVER)   

http://www.catholicschooldenton.org/


Nov 29:   First Sunday of Advent 

Nov. 30:    Classes resume at 8 a.m. 

Dec. 2:    Home and School Association Executive Board Meeting 8 a.m. in library.  Guests welcome! 

Dec. 10 and 11: God’s Grace Book and Gift Fair in the ICCS Library. 

Dec. 4:   NTIL Academic Meet at Sacred Heart in Muenster 

Dec. 4:    December Brown Envelope goes home 

Dec. 6:    Feast of St. Nicholas 

Dec. 8:    FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION…SCHOOL PATRONESS!!   MASS AT 8:15 A.M. NOON 

DISMISSAL…EXTENDED CARE WILL BE AVAILABLE UNTIL 6 P.M. 

Dec. 14-17: Upper School Mid-Term Exams 

Dec. 17:  Mass at 8:15 p.m.  MONTHLY FOOD DRIVE FOR THE POOR!! 

Dec. 17:  Christmas Program  in the Church 

Dec. 18:  Christmas Parties…Santa comes…Closing Assembly at 10:30 a.m…Advent Lighting 

Dec. 18:  NOON DISMISSAL….NO EXTENDED CARE….CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS BEGIN 

Dec. 25:  BABY JESUS IS BORN!!!! 

Jan. 5:    Classes resume at 8 a.m.  

Jan. 15:  Final Day to turn in Catholic Life Sweepstakes Tickets 

Other items of interest:  
--COME JOIN US EACH THURSDAY AT 8:15 A.M. FOR OUR SCHOOL MASS!!! 

(****HELP US HELP OUR COMMUNITY FOOD BANKS**** As part of our school-wide 

service, THE LAST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH is a time when the children are asked to 

bring nonperishable food and toiletry items so we can help the community food banks 

and soup kitchens, which are always in need.  If you can, please send an item with 

your child on Thursday, November 19.   

Thanks for caring.*** 

 

SAVE THE DATE—OUR ANNUAL AUCTION IS 

 SATURDAY, MARCH 5, IN THE ICCS GYM!! 

BE SURE TO KEEP UP WITH ANY IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

(OVER) 



THE NORTH TEXAS INDEPENDENT LEAGUE (NTIL) 
ACADEMIC MEET IS COMING!!! 

 

We are excited to begin another wonderful year of academic events at 
Immaculate Conception Catholic School!!  These events provide great 

enrichment opportunities for our students plus the opportunity for our families 

to meet students and families from other schools.  Our first meet will be the 

NTIL Academic meet on Friday, December 4, at Sacred Heart Elementary and 
High School in Muenster.   

More information will be forthcoming.   
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  The Private School Interscholastic Association 

(PSIA) Spring Meet Date will be  
 

Saturday, April 2, 2015, here at ICCS. 
 

*******HANDBOOK REMINDERS********* 

 

**Inclement Weather:  Log on to our school website or view local TV channels 

**Be sure all textbooks are covered. 

**Shorts and culottes may not be worn from November 1 through March 1.  

Uniform sweaters are required for Mass November 1 through March 1, and for 
school pictures. 

***REMINDER ABOUT EMAIL*** 

 

A LOT OF CORRESPONDENCE GOES OUT OVER EMAIL THAT IS NOT 

SENT IN HARD COPY.  BE SURE THE OFFICE HAS YOUR EMAIL AND 

THAT YOU ARE RECEIVING EMAILS FROM THE SCHOOL! 
 

**REMINDER** 

THE VOLUNTEER LOG FOR ONE-HALF OF REQUIRED VOLUNTEER 

HOURS IS DUE TO THE OFFICE BY DECEMBER 18 @ NOON. 
 

Earn volunteer hours buying Gift Cards. For every $100 worth of gift cards 

You buy, you earn 1 volunteer hour which is credited towards your total of 25 volunteer hours. 

Credit is accumulated; you need not buy $100 each time. Statements of credit earned will be 

available in the school office at the end of each semester for review, and reported to the 

volunteer hour coordinator. 

Gift cards help you budget your dollars for items you already buy, likegroceries, gas, 

clothing, meals out, etc. Use it for Christmas, office purchases, birthdays, travel needs, etc. 

****WAL-MART GIFT CARDS IN STOCK****** 

GIFT CARD ORDERS ARE DUE AT 9 A.M. TUESDAY FOR FRIDAY DELIVERY!  

*special order items could take longer         (OVER) 


