
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and 

when he is old, he will not depart from it.” 

 Proverbs 22: 6  

 

February 9, 2018 

 

Dear Parents,        

 

 I live 22 miles north of Our Lady’s School.  When I first became principal almost 18 years ago 

(HEAVENS!!), our daughter was in sixth grade.  A 44-mile round-trip commute leaves a lot of time for 

precious personal interaction, IF we do it correctly and IF we do it with intentionality.  Of course our daughter 

used some of that time to finish dressing (our car was a mini bedroom!), but that still left plenty of time for that 

last-minute studying, prayer (Oh my Jesus, may all we do today be an act of love and praise to YOU!), or casual 

conversation which went so many ways.  There was the usual “How did your day go?” or “What’s on your plate 

for today,” but there was also a lot of special time talking about those deeper 

things that we rarely get to chat about…those “teachable” moments. 

 Veronica Burchard captures this “Catholic School Commute” so very well 

in her article, “The Catholic School Commute—40 Minutes of Grade”. The 

article is reprinted in this week’s Brown Envelope for your convenience, 

reflection, and consideration. 

 By now one can’t deny the research about the impact of electronic devices 

on the erosion of family life.  The car is one of those BIG areas where it would be easy to be INTENTIONAL 

about setting those firm, loving, boundaries so that family life can 

thrive during these precious moments, which could include putting 

those electronic devices in a container! 

 I always look forward to my early commute since it gives 

me the opportunity to be intentional about getting ready for another 

blessed day at ICCS.  I LOVE “Morning Glory” on 910 AM 

Catholic Radio which gives the latest national news and features 

from a Catholic perspective.  It’s just so informative!  There are 

many times I’ll be able to add their rich content to my 8
th

 grade Religion class based 

on the topics.  Then there’s KLTY Radio…94.9 FM…which couldn’t be more 

inspiring and uplifting with its faith-based music.  While I’m not able to listen since 

we are at dismissal, it’s pretty neat to hear the Divine Mercy Chaplet coming from 

some of the vehicles in carline who are tuned in to 910 AM at 3 p.m. each day. 

 Our daughter is now 28, so it’s been awhile since we’ve had those amazing conversations.  She still 

references those times occasionally, saying she could “finish my sentences” before I got midway through them.  

Now a Delaware resident, our frequent phone conversations are treasured.  At times I can hear the past resonate 

through a statement she makes or a past reference.  Those were the days, my friend. 

 Our prayer is that we all use our drive times, our dinner time, our time on the playground, not to check 

our latest post but to really tune in to our children.  One thing for sure…these times will be gone at the snap of a 

finger.  May your memories in future years be vivid and pleasant ones.  

 

     In Him, Elaine Schad, ICCS Principal                 (OVER) 



DEAN’S DISPATCH 
Paul Cuttica, Dean of Students  

 

 JMJ 

Teaching Our Children Integrity! 

I’ve written about integrity before, but I feel its importance warrants another few words. You 

can ask just about any ICCS student what integrity means and you will get the stock answer, 

“doing what is right even if no-one is watching.” As parents and teachers we know that just 

because a child can repeat a definition, it doesn’t mean they truly have absorbed the concept. 

Our children have many pressures on them that increase as they advance grade levels. 

Wanting to please Mom and Dad starts at a young age, followed by the desire for good grades, 

peer pressure, social pressure, trying to “fit in,” etc. etc. These may seem minor to an adult, but 

to a developing child these are real and can become overwhelming. 

Teaching children to do the right thing is, of course, taught at home before your child even 

enters school. We are fortunate in Our Lady’s School to bring our faith teachings into all we do. 

We need to make integrity the norm… what is expected at all times. We need to use the 

vocabulary, even with very young children; responsibility, respect, reverence, fairness, honesty, 

trustworthiness, etc. We need to encourage our children to believe in themselves, by modeling 

a clear set of values based on our faith. Are we careful of our comments in front of our 

children? Are we modeling the very values we want our children to have? We truly need to be 

cognizant of our words and actions. Our children look to us as role models, which is quite a 

responsibility for us as adults!  

A proactive approach would be to present scenarios to our children and discuss options. Some 

ideas could be:  “What would you do if… 

you saw your friend steal something off another child’s desk? 

you saw someone drop a $20.00 bill in the store? 

 you saw someone being excluded on the playground, lunch room, PE class?” 

We just don’t want our children to just tell the truth, we want them to LIVE the truth. We want 

them to LIVE with integrity, not for reward or recognition, but simply because it is the right 

thing to do! 

God bless you and guide you through this Lenten journey. Paul Cuttica  (OVER) 



Hola!!   
Cecy Miranda (Former ICCS Director of Hispanic Services from her new home in Georgia) 

 

  El valor de la Amistad en nuestros niños.           

La Amistad es un sentimiento que nace naturalmente entre dos o más personas. 

Un amigo te hace sentir feliz. Necesitamos enseñarle a nuestros pequeños sobre la amistad y como mantenerla. 
Enseñarles que hay que cuidarla, que hay que respetar la diferencia de ideas entre los amigos. Platica con ellos 
de las características de un buen amigo, como el respeto, la confianza y la honestidad.  

Los niños pueden aprender a ser amigos y a saber quién es un buen amigo. Para ser un buen amigo hay que 
hablar con la verdad, reconocer nuestros errores, saber perdonar, compartir no solo los mejores momentos de la 
vida sino también los peores, estar presentes cuando estamos felices y también cuando estamos tristes, cuando 
celebramos y cuando nos tropezamos; los amigos nos enseñan lo que está bien y lo que está mal y comparten 
tus sentimientos de tristeza y felicidad. ¡Deben aprender que un buen amigo puede ser para siempre! 

Mediante la amistad los niños pueden aprender a compartir, a esperar su turno, a pedir las cosas y no 
arrebatarlas, a comprender, a ayudar, a consolar, a alegrarse con los éxitos de otras personas, a controlar sus 
enojos, a ser sinceros, a preocuparse por los demás, y a entender que no todo el mundo piensa como nosotros. 

Dios los bendiga hoy y siempre. 

Cecy Miranda 

 

The value of Friendship in our children. 

 
Friendship is a feeling that is born naturally between two or more people. 

 
A friend makes you feel happy. We need to teach our little ones about friendship and how to care for it. Teach 
them that you must take care of it, that you have to respect the difference of ideas among friends. Talk to them 
about the characteristics of a good friend, such as respect, trust and honesty. 

 
Children can learn to be friends and to know who a good friend is. To be a good friend you have to speak with 
the truth, recognize our mistakes, know how to forgive, share not only the best moments of your life but also the 
worst, be present when we are happy and also when we are sad, when we celebrate and when we stumble, 
friends teach us what it is right and what it is wrong and they share your feelings of sadness and happiness. They 
must learn that a good friend can be forever!  

 
Through friendship children can learn to share, to wait for their turn, to ask for things and not snatch them, to 
understand, to help, to comfort, to be happy with the successes of other people, to control their anger, to be 
sincere, to worry about others, and to understand that not everyone thinks like us. 

Blessings,  

Cecy Miranda 

            (OVER) 



FEBRUARY VIRTUE OF THE MONTH: 

WISDOM 
 “Happy the man who finds wisdom, the man who gains 

understanding! For his profit is better than profit in silver and better 
than gold is his revenue.” Proverbs 3:13-14 

ICCS Theme of the Year: 

“But the Advocate,
 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and 

remind you of all that I have said to you.”  John 14:26  

NEWS YOU CAN USE! 

HAWAIIAN KNIGHTS! 

SAVE THE DATE—OUR ANNUAL AUCTION                  

IS SATURDAY, APRIL 14, 2018,                      

IN THE ICCS GYM!!  

YOUR DONATIONS ARE DUE! IF YOU ARE PAYING 

THE $150 OPT-OUT, PLEASE SUBMIT TO THE 

SCHOOL OFFICE ASAP!                                                

TO RESERVE SEATS, PLEASE SEE THE INSERT                            

IN THIS BROWN ENVELOPE.  

 

 

FRIDAY, MARCH 9 

JOIN US AS WE USHER IN SPRING BREAK WITH OUR 

ANNUAL STUDENT-ALUMNI-PARENT-STAFF 

BASKETBALL GAME!!     2 P.M. ICCS GYM!!  

        (OVER) 



   SPRING BREAK IS MARCH 12-16; 

CLASSES RESUME 8 a.m. on             

MONDAY, MARCH 19.  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  The Private School 
Interscholastic Association (PSIA)  

Spring Meet Date will be: 
 

FRIDAY, MARCH 23, 2018, here at ICCS. 
(THERE WILL BE NO SCHOOL THAT DAY) 

 

 

“LITTLE KNIGHTS” PRESCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN 

PREVIEW DAYS!! 

FRIDAY, APRIL 6 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 2 

8:30 TO 10 A.M. (COME AND GO) 

TELL YOUR FRIENDS! HELP US SPREAD THE WORD  

ABOUT OUR WONDERFUL PRESCHOOL AND 

KINDERGARTEN! 

        (OVER) 

 



JOIN US EVERY THURSDAY AT 8:15 A.M. FOR HOLY MASS!!  

IT’S A GREAT WAY TO START THE DAY! 

IMPORTANT NOTES:   

MASS WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, TO BEGIN LENT WITH  

ASH WEDNESDAY; MASS WILL BE ON FRIDAY, APRIL 27  

FOR GRANDPARENTS DAY.  

INCLEMENT WEATHER REMINDERS:  Please note the procedure for inclement weather in our handbook.  An e-

mail will be sent to families on our e-mail list.  If you are not receiving weekly e-mails from the school, contact the school 

office to update your e-mail.  In addition, check the local television stations no later than 7 a.m. for closing information or 

log on to the school website: www.catholicschooldenton.org (Click on the Parent Link and go down to Inclement Weather 

to find NIXLE on the website). 

  BE SURE TO GO TO THE SCHOOL WEBSITE TO SIGN UP FOR NIXLE TO GET TEXT MESSAGE ALERTS!!  

 

SIGN UP FOR INCLEMENT WEATHER TEXT MESSAGES              
THROUGH NIXLE 

Sign up today to receive real-time information via text messaging and email 

about what is happening at ICCS including events, school closures, 

emergencies and other pertinent information. Simply text the keyword ICCS 

to the number 888777 from your cell phone. This will allow you to join the 

group. Depending on your plan/carrier, texting charges may apply. 

Please contact Kristy Hawley at iccsoffice@gmail.com with any questions. 

If you are not getting the weekly family e-mails but would like to do so, please 

contact the school office or e-mail 

iccsoffice@gmail.com to make sure 

you have an updated email.      

Check us out on facebook!  

www.facebook.com 

       

(OVER) 

http://www.catholicschooldenton.org/
mailto:iccsoffice@gmail.com
mailto:iccsoffice@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/


REMINDERS! 

****REMINDER TO PLEASE PAY ANY OUTSTANDING ACCOUNT BALANCES:  Please check with Bookkeeper Mrs. Diane 

White if you have questions. 

****REMINDER TO CALL THE SCHOOL OFFICE BY 9 A.M. IF YOUR CHILD WILL BE ABSENT:  Please see handbook: "If for 

any reason a student will not be in attendance at school, the parent is required to call the school office (940)381-1155 by 

9:00 a.m. to report the absence." A short phone call saves the office a lot of time from having to contact parents.  Thank 

you!! 

**IF YOU HAVE STAPLES COUPONS, WE CAN USE THEM** 

**IF YOU WISH TO DONATE KEURIG CAFFEINE COFFEE, WE CAN USE THEM** 

**IF YOU WISH TO DONATE “AA” BATTERIES, WE CAN USE THEM**  

RECYCLE NEWSPAPERS AND CARDBOARD IN OUR RECYCLE BIN IN THE PARKING LOT. 

OUR LADY’S SCHOOL RECEIVES QUARTERLY CHECKS FROM KROGER THANKS TO THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE LINKED THEIR 

KROGER CARD TO ICCS!!  IF YOU STILL NEED TO DO SO, PLEASE DO SO TODAY BY GOING TO:  

www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com 

ICCS Code:  80371 

(117 households) who shopped at Kroger between 8-27-2017 and 11-26-2017:  $398.55 

--WE CAN ALWAYS USE REAMS OF PAPER!!  If you wish to donate color or white reams of copier paper, please bring it to 

the school office.  We are beginning to run out of the paper that you so generously brought at the beginning of the school 

year.  Again, thank you for helping our children!! 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Immaculate Conception Catholic School exists to provide a Christ-centered 

academic environment designed to promote the total development of the child 

by serving the mission of the Roman Catholic Church through the educational 

process.  This is accomplished by joining in community as a ministry of 

Immaculate Conception and St. Mark parishes to educate in the formation of 

faith and family; to provide a quality academic foundation; to unite in a 

nurturing and loving Catholic community through worship, through academic 

formation, through the promotion of peace and justice, through adaptation to 

change and diversity, through service, and through recognition of the value and 

dignity of each individual.   (OVER) 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/


IMPORTANT DATES:  

Feb. 12:  Open Registration for 2018-2019 School Year 

Feb. 13:  Shrove Tuesday Pancake Luncheon.  Proceeds to benefit third-world relief  

Feb. 14:  ASH WEDNESDAY…MASS AT 8:15 A.M.  

Feb. 15:  Regular Uniform…no school Mass 

Feb. 22:  THIS WILL BE OUR MONTHLY FOOD DRIVE FOR THE POOR…PLEASE BE GENEROUS!! 

Feb. 22:  Michael Finger and Dominik Flores will represent ICCS at the Denton County 

Spelling Bee at 6 p.m. in Lewisville 

March 2:  End of Third Quarter                                              

March 2:  Brown Envelope Goes Home 

March 3:  Area 2 One Act Play Competition at the Oakridge School in Arlington 

March 6:  T-Shirt Tuesday for those who purchased 

March 7:  ICCS Advisory Council Meeting 7 p.m. in the library 

March 9:  Student, Parent, Staff , Alumni Basketball Game 

March 12-16:  Spring Break….NO SCHOOL 

March 19:  Classes resume at 8 a.m. 

March 22:  We welcome Bishop Olson!  Mass at 8:15 a.m. 

March 23:  SCHOOL CLOSED FOR PSIA ACADEMIC MEET.  MORE INFORMATION TO COME.  

March 28:  Glamourcraft Spring Photos 

March 29: Holy Thursday….Living Stations at 10:30 a.m…..NOON DISMISSAL…. 

March 30:  Good Friday…NO SCHOOL 

FOR THE SAFETY OF OUR STUDENTS, FAMILIES AND 

STAFF…PLEASE DRIVE SAFELY ON CAMPUS!                                           
NO CELL PHONES PLEASE!  

BLESSINGS FROM OUR LADY’S SCHOOL!  (OVER) 


