
  

 

 
November 3, 2017 

Dear Parents, 
 

  

 Our son’s wedding was last weekend in Pasadena, California.  We 

slipped out of Texas right before the freezing temps and into California 

right after the 103 record high of the day before.  Our son’s name is Ed.  

His father’s name is Ed.  His grandfather’s name is, you guessed it, Ed. 

Weddings are those times when the past meets the present and then 

reaches toward the future.  The memories come flooding, ranging from 

that moment when our first-born came into the world to that moment 

when, while helping with a training of Salesian lay missionaries in South 

Texas, our son received a phone call that his grandfather Ed had passed 

away on his birthday.  The Salesian sisters drove Ed in their dilapidated 

un-airconditioned van for eight hours, including a flat tire, so he could 

attend the funeral, arriving two minutes before the service. 

 There were people in California last week that we hadn’t seen in decades.  It was as if they had never been gone.  

Our daughter’s best friend from elementary school, now with a family, spent a day on the beach with our daughter’s 

family.  There were classmates, colleagues, family, and friends.  Typical wedding?  Maybe, but more than that, it’s a 

reminder of how precious relationships are and how they sustain us and nurture us through the good times and the bad. 

 We had just returned home to Texas when we got word that our most cherished alum had passed away.  Ben 

Kemna was officially a member of the Class of 2007, but in reality, he belonged to all 

of us.  I met Ben the second day after I officially became principal back in 2000, and 

our school has never been the same since. 

 Ben was wheel-chair bound and had a multitude of special needs.  It was rare 

that he didn’t have a smile on his face or a wise-crack to remind us all who was really 

in charge.  His joy was electrifying.  He made great sport of trying to get the principal 

to give him the dreaded “pink” detention slip.   We attempted to slow him down when 

he came driving around the hallway corner in his motorized wheelchair too fast.  

“Look what I have Mrs. Schad,” he’d say.  He grinned, pointed down to his feet 

where he giggled gleefully at his blinking shoes, which he knew, of course, was 

against the rules.  “One of these days, Ben, you’re gonna get one,” I’d always say.  

“That pink slip will certainly come.”  He just grinned again.  Ben took up chess, and 

he became quite the master.  I never could beat him.  He loved the Mavericks and was 

a regular at the games.  While here at ICCS, he helped with the scoreboard when he could.  Ben always was interested and 

engaged, and his energy surpassed that of most people. 

 Ben’s inspiration, added to the love, dedication, and zeal of his family, moved Our Lady’s School to research 

ways in which we could do our very best in serving students with special needs and those with learning differences.   

 The seasons move on.  It’s already November moving toward Christmas.  In his book Love and Responsibility, St. 

John Paul II reminds us that everyone deserves to be loved.  Every person matters.  Friendship and connectedness are 

personal, and Ben’s life exuded those daily encounters.  Ben let us know that we mattered.  Have a rockin’ time with the 

“Big Guy” Ben (as he’d always call the good Lord).  Thank you for teaching us how to live life to the fullest during those 

few seasons that we are given.   

   In Him, Elaine Schad, ICCS Principal     



  

 

       

Dean’s Dispatch 

 True Grit 
We are a Catholic School. We take pride in our Catholic Identity and the ability 

to teach Catholic/Christian morals to our children. However, just like adults, 

children occasionally slip and say or do things that are not very Christ-like. As 

parents and teachers we need to prepare our children for life, the good and the 

bad!  

 We need to give our children the mental edge, the grit to handle 

situations on their own. Our children need to be confident and assertive to face 

whatever lies ahead in life. According to an article by Heather Claybrook, there 

are several tips that can give your child the “mental edge!” 

 Acquire basic skills. Teach kids how to navigate basic skills, such as learning to swim, riding a bike and 

answering the phone. Helping them develop the skills to handle day-to-day kid life will prepare them 

for bigger challenges. For example, once they learn to ride a bike on a flat surface, tackle a hill. 

 Try something new. Once they master basic skills, encourage them to try something new. For example, 

if they played soccer one season, try a different sport that incorporates a different skill set such as 

volleyball or basketball. And remind them that it is okay not to be perfect, especially when learning 

something new. 

 Discourage complaining. Children cannot always be in control of the situation. Toughness comes when 

a child learns to adapt to his circumstances and focus on a solution instead of the problem. For 

example, if they’re on a camping expedition and there’s rain in the forecast, have them focus on what 

they need in case of rain instead of focusing on getting wet. 

 Find your voice. Put your child in situations where he/she has to use their voice, especially in front of 

adults.  Delivering fund raising items like cookies is a great way for children to interact with adults. 

Discuss ahead of time what to communicate and remind them to speak loudly and clearly and make 

eye contact. Learning those skills in a safe environment helps them be assertive and use their voice 

when dealing with a bigger kid at school or on the playground. 

 Revisit tough experiences. Be a ‘spin doctor’ and point out how that sticky situation that left them in 

tears will prepare them for future experiences. 

 We have the clear advantage at ICCS of using our faith base to help our students deal with issues and 

make good choices. It isn’t always easy being a child and certainly not easy being a parent. It is our 

responsibility to prepare our children for life’s challenging moments. A confident, assertive, faith-filled child 

will become an adult ready to face life with the necessary grit! 

 As always, I keep our families in prayer as we journey together! 

 

Blessings, Paul Cuttica, Dean of Students, ICCS 

 

ICCS Theme of the Year: 
"Put on the armor of God so that you may be able to stand firm  

against the tactics of the devil."   Ephesians 6:11 



  

 

 

Hola!! 
 

Cecy Miranda, former ICCS Director of Hispanic Services 

From her new home in Georgia 

 

 

 Segura estoy que han escuchado de la importancia de enseñar a 

nuestros hijos el hábito de la lectura. Los beneficios son innumerables, la 

lectura estimula la imaginación, la inteligencia, amplia el vocabulario, mejora 

la ortografía y entre muchas otras cosas más ayuda a la concentración de los niños. 

¿Alguna vez los has llevado a la biblioteca? No solo hay miles de libros para leer, también hay 

otros tantos para llevar a casa y además hay muchas actividades para los niños de todas las 

edades.  

 Se necesita firmeza y dedicación. ¡Cuando todavía no puedan leer, siéntate y léeles tú! 

¡Cuando comiencen a leer, lee una página tú y otra tus niños, y después que te lean ellos a ti! 

Antes de dormir es un momento perfecto pero tal vez te resulte mucho mejor después de 

comer. Lo importante es convertirlo en parte de nuestra rutina diaria.  

 No todos los libros son atractivos para todos los niños, intenta tener libros de su interés, 

(con ilustraciones para los más pequeños, de animales, de deportes, de princesas, de Santos,  de 

aventuras). Y al terminar de leer comenta la lectura con tus hijos, pregúntale su opinión, que 

harían ellos en la misma situación, comparen las experiencias del libro con las experiencias 

reales, y super importante, asegúrate de que entienden todas las palabras.  

 Por último, no olvides… Predicar con el ejemplo, no podemos desear enseñar algo que 

nosotros no hacemos.  

Dios los bendiga hoy y siempre! 

Cecy Miranda 

 

 

 

Virtue for November: Joy!! 
  

“Come let us sing joyfully to the Lord: let us acclaim the Rock  

of our salvation.” Psalm 95:1 



  

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

Immaculate Conception Catholic School exists to provide a Christ-centered academic environment 

designed to promote the total development of the child by 

serving the mission of the Roman Catholic Church through 

the educational process.  This is accomplished by joining in 

community as a ministry of Immaculate Conception and St. 

Mark parishes to educate in the formation of faith and 

family; to provide a quality academic foundation; to unite in 

a nurturing and loving Catholic community through 

worship, through academic formation, through the 

promotion of peace and justice, through adaptation to 

change and diversity, through service, and through 

recognition of the value and dignity of each individual. 

  

VISION 
 

The vision of Immaculate Conception Catholic School is to 

teach as Jesus taught.  ICCS strives for the development of 

the whole child through participation in the sacramental life 

of the Catholic Church.  ICCS will provide superior 

academic preparation through a challenging curriculum, 

while promoting the ongoing formation and spiritual growth of the next generation of Catholic leaders 

to live the Gospel and to meet their full potential in preparation for a life of service in society. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED OUT OUR ICCS FACEBOOK PAGE? 

THERE IS A LOT TO SEE!!! DON’T MISS OUT ON THE EXCITEMENT!! 

Don’t forget to “Like” ICCS on Facebook!! 

https://www.facebook.com/catholicschooldenton.org/ 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

+ THANK YOU!!  We are very grateful to everyone who helped with 

our All Saints Day program! + 
 



  

 

--COME JOIN US EACH THURSDAY AT 8:15 A.M. FOR OUR SCHOOL MASS!!! 
 

****HELP US HELP OUR COMMUNITY FOOD BANKS**** As part of our schoolwide 
service, every FOURTH THURSDAY OF THE MONTH is a time when the children are 

asked to bring nonperishable food and toiletry items so we can help the community 

food banks and soup kitchens which are always in need.  If you can, please send an 
item with your child Wednesday, Nov. 29.  Thanks for caring.*** 

*VETERAN’S DAY PROGRAM IS  
NEXT THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9* 

 

DO YOU HAVE VETERANS MEMORABILIA 
OR KNOW ANY VETERANS? 

 
**We’d love for you to share your memories with our school community during our 

annual Veterans Program at Thursday, Nov. 9th in the ICCS gym following the 8:15 a.m. 

Mass. Please call the school office at 940-381-1155 if you have memorabilia to display 
or if you have a veteran you wish for us to invite! Come join us as we salute all of our 

veterans!  

 

***IF YOU PICK UP IN CAR LINE, PLEASE USE THE  

NAMETAGS THAT WERE ISSUED AT THE 

BEGINNING OF THE SCHOOL YEAR.  IT  

REALLY HELPS OUR CARLINE GO FASTER. 

CONTACT THE OFFICE IF YOU NEED 

A REPLACEMENT OR HAVE A QUESTION.*** 
              

 

We are grateful to everyone who participated in our BOX TOPS BONANZA! 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR WINNING CLASSES!!  FIRST PLACE:  MR CUTICA’S FIRST GRADE!!  

SECOND PLACE:  MISS STREIB’S FIRST GRADE!!  THIRD PLACE:  MRS. GUAJARDO’S FIFTH GRADE!! 

 

KEEP COLLECTING!!!!  WE HOPE TO HAVE ANOTHER CONTEST IN THE SPRING!!! 

 
 

***WE HAVE ONE $75 PARKER GIFT 

CERTIFICATE THAT YOU CAN  

PURCHASE AT FACE VALUE.  

 PLEASE CHECK WITH DIANE WHITE.  THANKS***  



  

 

 

****WE CONTINUE TO BE IN NEED OF EMPTY PRINTER CARTRIDGES SO 
WE CAN RECYCLE THEM FOR NEEDED OFFICE AND CLASSROOM SUPPLIES.  

PLEASE BRING THEM BY THE SCHOOL OR LEAVE THEM AT EITHER PARISH 

OFFICE.  THANK YOU!!!**** 
 

THE ICCS SPIRIT SHOP IS OPEN ON SCHOOL DAYS 

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY FROM 7:45 TO 8:15 A.M. 
 

--See the hot lunch, pizza, and chicken strip forms in this month’s 
Brown Envelope.  IMPORTANT: BE SURE TO PAY CLOSE ATTENTION 

TO ALL DEADLINES AS LATE ORDERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 
PLEASE PAY EXACT AMOUNTS.  THE OFFICE DOES NOT HAVE THE 

ABILITY TO MAKE CHANGE. 

 

*******HANDBOOK REMINDERS********* 
**Be sure all textbooks are covered. 

**Shorts and skorts may not be worn from November 1 through March 1.  

Uniform sweaters are required for Mass November 1 through March 1, and are 
required for school pictures. 

 

**************INCLEMENT WEATHER******************* 

In the event of inclement weather, an all-school e-mail will be sent as   soon as 

information is available.  As per our handbook, ICCS generally follows the 

Denton universities and Denton ISD.  However, ICCS prefers a delayed opening 

when it is safe.  Please log on to the school website:  

www.catholicschooldenton.org  for the latest school closings as well as the 

major television stations.  If you are not receiving our weekly family e-mail, 

please give an e-mail or updated e-mail to the office. 

SIGN UP TO RECEIVE TEXT ALERTS REGARDING CLOSURES VIA 

NIXLE.  REFER TO THE INSERT IN THIS BROWN ENVELOPE! 

 

**REMINDER** 
LOG FOR ONE-HALF OF REQUIRED VOLUNTEER HOURS IS DUE TO 

THE OFFICE BY NOON ON DECEMBER 20th ! 
Earn volunteer hours buying Gift Cards. For every $100 worth of gift cards 
you buy, you earn 1 volunteer hour is credited towards your total of 35 volunteer hours. 
Credit is accumulated; you need not buy $100 each time. Statements of credit earned 

http://www.catholicschooldenton.org/


  

 

will be available in the school office at the end of each semester for review, and 
reported to the volunteer hour coordinator. 

Need Safe Environment? Take it Online!! Please contact Terry 
Scaggs to Sign up at 940-565-1770, ext. 219 or send an email to 

safeenvironment@iccdenton.org 

THE NORTH TEXAS INDEPENDENT LEAGUE (NTIL) 
ACADEMIC MEET IS COMING!!! 

 
We are excited to begin another wonderful year of academic events at 

Immaculate Conception Catholic School!!  These events provide great 
enrichment opportunities for our students plus the opportunity for our families 

to meet students and families from other schools.  Our first meet will be the 
NTIL Academic meet on Thursday, November 30, at Sacred Heart Elementary 

and High School in Muenster.   
More information will be forthcoming.   

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  The Private School Interscholastic Association 

(PSIA) Spring Meet Date will be  

FRIDAY, MARCH 24, 2017, here at ICCS. 
(THERE WILL BE NO SCHOOL THAT DAY) 

 

COMING SOON!!! 

CATHOLIC LIFE INSURANCE SWEEPSTAKES! 

ALL PROCEEDS FROM THE SALE OF THE TICKETS WILL BENEFIT 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC SCHOOL! 

ICCS WILL RECEIVE 100 PERCENT OF THE RAFFLE SALES!!   

GREAT PRIZES!!!   

Drawing will be held January 2018 at CLI Headquarters in San Antonio!! 
https://www.cliu.com/CommunityInvolvement/HelpingCatholicSchools/Pages/default.aspx 

 

THANKSGIVING FEAST TUESDAY, NOV. 21 

Our school community will enjoy a turkey lunch 
during the regular lunch run 10:45 to 12:30 p.m. so 

we can have some great family fellowship as we 
head into the Thanksgiving holiday!  Order forms are 

mailto:safeenvironment@iccdenton.org
https://www.cliu.com/CommunityInvolvement/HelpingCatholicSchools/Pages/default.aspx


  

 

in this brown envelope.  PLEASE NOTE:  CHICKEN 
STRIPS WILL NOT BE SERVED ON THIS DAY.  IF YOU 

DO NOT ORDER THANKSGIVING LUNCH, YOU WILL 
NEED TO BRING A SACK LUNCH. 

HAWAIIAN KNIGHTS! 
SAVE THE DATE—OUR ANNUAL AUCTION IS 

SATURDAY, APRIL 14, 2018, IN THE ICCS GYM!! 

IT’S NEVER TOO SOON TO BEGIN GATHERING 

THOSE DONATIONS!!!  

REMINDER:  IF YOU ELECTED TO PAY THE $150 

OPT-OUT FEE INSTEAD OF DONATING ITEMS,                            

PAYMENT IS DUE!! 

***FAMILY SOLICITATION PACKETS ARE IN                        

THIS BROWN ENVELOPE!***  
 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 
EMAILS: If you are still not receiving the school’s weekly email, be sure to call the office and give us an updated email. 

Office 940-381-1155 x 0 -or-  iccsoffice@gmail.com 

 

ABSENCES: Please call or email the school office by 9:00 a.m. if your child is going to be absent or arriving late to 

school.940-381-1155 x 0 –or- iccsoffice@gmail.com 

 

CALENDAR: Be sure to check the online calendar for all of the latest events on our school website: 

www.catholicschooldenton.org 

 

SECURITY:  Please assist us in keeping our campus safe by signing in and out at the school office.  Do not allow people 

into the building in any of the entry areas.  Everyone should enter the school through the front door.  If you observe 

anything suspicious, please report to the school office immediately.  Thanks so much! 

 

VOLUNTEER BADGES:  Per diocesan policy, visitors and volunteers to the school must sign in and wear their badge at 

all times.  PLEASE REMEMBER TO SIGN OUT AND RETURN YOUR BADGE!!  Thank you! 

 

SUPERVISION:  Remember, per our handbook, children must be supervised at all times while on our campus.  A parent 

MUST be present when the child is not under the direct supervision of the school. This includes sporting events, extra-

curricular activities, and when the children are on the playground.  This is a safety issue.  Please help us keep the children 

safe! 

 

CARTRIDGES:  Please continue to send those printer cartridges!!  Our school earned more than $300 in the first quarter 

through this program which we will be spending on office, school, and technology supplies.  This is really great!  If you 

work in an office that does not recycle, please ask them for their old cartridges.  It really does make a difference!  Contact 

the school office if you have a question. 

mailto:iccsoffice@gmail.com
mailto:iccsoffice@gmail.com
http://www.catholicschooldenton.org/


  

 

 

DECEMBER BROWN ENVELOPE WILL BE SENT HOME FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1:  Due to the Christmas 

holidays, inserts for the December Brown Envelope will be due to the office by TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28.  Brown  

envelopes will be sent home friday, DECEMBER 1.  Included in the December Brown Envelope will be second semester 

lunch order forms for those who purchase lunch by the semester. 
 

--BASKETBALL SEASON HAS STARTED!!  Our Lady Knights and Knights have started basketball season 

in full force!!  Log on to our website:  www.catholicschooldenton.org for the latest basketball news. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 
(log on to our school website for the latest calendar updates!) 

--Nov. 7: NTIL Writing Events for those who participate held at ICCS 8 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Portables 

--Nov. 7: T-Shirt Tuesday for those who purchased. 

--Nov. 7:  ELECTION DAY—DON’T FORGET TO VOTE!!!! 

--Nov. 8: Home and School Officers meeting 8 a.m. in the portables. Visitors invited! 

--Nov. 8: ICCS Advisory Council meeting 7 p.m. in the Library. 

--Nov. 9: Mass at 8:15 a.m. followed by Veterans Program 9:30 a.m. in the gym 

--Nov. 9:   ICCS at home against Texoma Christian in basketball…games begin at 4 p.m. 

--Nov. 10: St. Jude’s Trike-a-thon on site! 

--Nov. 10:       Seventh and Eighth Grade Retreat on site 

--Nov. 16: ICCS basketball teams at Denton Calvary 

--Nov. 17:       NTIL Spelling at ICCS for those who are participating 

--Nov. 17:       Second quarter Progress Reports go home. 

--Nov. 21:       Divine Mercy Chaplet in Church 8:15 a.m. 

--Nov. 21:       Thanksgiving Feast during the lunch run 

--Nov. 21:       Student-Staff –Parent Volleyball Game 1:30 p.m. gym 

 Nov. 22-Nov. 26: Thanksgiving Holidays  

--Nov 26:    First Sunday of Advent 

--Nov. 27:    Classes resume at 8 a.m. 

--Nov. 27:   ICCS plays Sivells Bend NTIL basketball at home. 

--Nov. 29:       Mass at 8:15 a.m…dress uniform…MONTHLY FOOD DRIVE FOR THE POOR!!     

(NOTE: MASS IS ON WEDNESDAY DUE TO NTIL MEET) 

--Nov 29:        Home and School Executive Board meeting 8 a.m. in the portables 

--Nov. 30:    NTIL Academic Meet at Sacred Heart in Muenster…REGULAR UNIFORM 

--Dec. 1:     December Brown Envelope goes home 

--Dec. 4-8:      SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR!!! 

--Dec. 4: ICCS hosts Tioga at home in basketball. Games begin at 4 p.m. 

--Dec. 5: T-Shirt Tuesday for those who paid 

--Dec. 6:     Feast of St. Nicholas 

--Dec. 6: GLAMOURCRAFT class group photos, individual make-up photos, sports and groups 

--Dec. 7: No School Mass…regular uniforms 

--Dec. 7: ICCS basketball at Corum Deo Academy 

--Dec. 8:     FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION…SCHOOL PATRONESS!!  NOON 

DISMISSAL…EXTENDED CARE UNTIL 6 P.M. 

--Dec. 8: Pre-K Christmas Program in the gym 

--Dec. 9:     ICCS Invitational Basketball Tournament in the gym 

--Dec. 11: ICCS basketball at Sacred Heart in Muenster 

Dec. 13-19:     Upper School Mid-Term Exams 

Dec. 14:   Mass at 8:15 p.m.  MONTHLY FOOD DRIVE FOR THE POOR!! 

Dec. 14: ICCS basketball at Prestonwood Christian Academy 

http://www.catholicschooldenton.org/


  

 

Dec. 19:   Christmas Program 7 p.m. in the Church…details to come 

Dec. 20:   Christmas Parties…Santa comes…Closing Assembly at 10:30 a.m…Advent Lighting 

Dec. 20:   NOON DISMISSAL….NO EXTENDED CARE….CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS BEGIN 

Dec. 20-Jan. 2: Christmas Holidays…NO SCHOOL!!! 

Dec. 25: Birth of the Baby Jesus!!! 

Jan. 1:  Feast of Mary, the Mother of God…Holy Day of Obligation 

Jan. 3:     Classes resume at 8 a.m. 

 

SIMPLE WAYS TO HELP 

Immaculate Conception Catholic School  

Fundraising and Development Opportunities 

Help ICCS raise funds throughout the year.                                                                         
Your friends and family can help, too! Every little bit helps! 

- Box Tops for Education     

- Campbell's Soup labels 

- Gift Card Program – Face value gift cards are available for more than 40 retail, restaurant, grocery, 
entertainment and gas establishments with a percentage going back to our school. Some of the cards include: 
WalMart, Amazon, Chili's, Starbucks, Exxon, Target, iTunes, Game Stop, Cinemark and more.   Order forms 
are included in each monthly brown envelope.  You may purchase, however, at any time from the school office.  
Earn 1 volunteer hour for every $100 purchased. Purchases are cumulative. 

- Recycle your papers, catalogs, newspapers (drop in recycle bin in the north end of the parking lot). 

- Ink and toner cartridges, cell phones and digital cameras (drop off at school office). 

- Coupons/rewards card deals from Office Max, Office Depot and Staples (drop off at school office). 

- Spirit Shop sales: open Monday through Friday 7:45 a.m. to 8:15 a.m. 

- Point Bank BuzzPoints – Have a Point Bank checking account and Buzz Points card?  Give your Buzz Points 
as a donation to ICC School.  

- Knights of Columbus spaghetti suppers and breakfasts that are designated for the school: look for dates and 
announcements during the school year.  

- Home & School Association and Athletic Booster Club fundraisers: support HSA events through the year. 

- Donations to any of the school's endowment funds that go to help with tuition assistance for qualifying 
families. Donations accepted year-round for the “Angels Among Us” fund.  

--Log on to Faith Direct on the Immaculate Conception Parish Website for giving opportunities. 

- Advertising opportunities are available in the gymnasium.  See the school office for information. 



  

 

-AUCTION, AUCTION, AUCTION!  Sign up to volunteer for the school auction in the spring.  There are many 
ways to help including decorations, data entry, reservations, check-in and check-out, etc.  The auction is our 
largest fundraiser.  Auction proceeds assist with financial assistance, operations, Fund-A-Projects, etc.                              
Don’t forget to donate your $150 in auction items or pay the $150 opt-out fee.  

THANK YOU FOR SHARING YOUR TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE! 


