
Then astonishment seized them all and they 

glorified God, and, struck with awe, they 

said, “We have seen incredible things 

today.”  Luke 5:26  
August 19, 2016 

Dear Parents, 
 

 It’s wonderful being a grandparent!  As parents, there are so 

many times when we are just too busy to step back.  Since becoming a 

grandparent, I’ve discovered that I’ve been given a second chance—a 

chance to look at these precious children through a much wider lense. 

 I was able to capture just such a memory recently when our daughter travelled out of state to help our son and his 

wife following the birth of our newest grandson.  We helped with the grandkids here in Texas as much as we could during 

the week Mom was gone.  That included Sunday Mass.  We arrived early so we took a “tour” of the chapel.  Since we 

were the only ones in that beautiful small space, we had the opportunity to really “look” at the chapel, inspect items, and 

answer questions for the little bitties.  “What’s this Grandma?” my four-year-old grandson asked as I held his hand and 

talked about the various statues, stained-glass windows, and other brightly-adorned items in the chapel.  Then we stopped 

in front of the vigil candle stand.  It was dark in the chapel, so the single vigil candle lights glowed prominently yet softly 

in the peaceful setting. 

Of course we wanted to light a candle.  “Who would you like to pray for?” I asked.  “I want to pray for my 

Mommy,” he said.  So, we took the thin dowel stick, lit it from an already lit candle, and then gently, with hands joined 

onto the dowel, lit the candle for Mommy.  It was then that I stepped back—with Awe and Wonder—at what my grandson 

did next.  He dropped to his knees, bowed his head, and clasped his hands tightly. He closed 

his eyes. “Please bring my Mommy back,” he prayed. 

 I’ve reflected on that moment many times since it happened.  It is one of those 

moments in our lives that remains frozen.  It was also a moment that was “created” in so many 

ways.  Without even knowing it, we were stepping back first to “allow” ourselves the time to 

open ourselves to Awe and Wonder.  Next, we “allowed” peace and silence to lead us into that 

moment.  Then, God…and “A child shall lead them..” did the rest. 

 It’s obvious why “Awe and Wonder” is one of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.  As we 

begin a fresh new school year, let us step back and provide our children, our grandchildren, and 

ourselves with these opportunities.  We remain in a very precarious world.  It’s time to shut off 

the noise, rebuff the negativity, and nestle with these children in order to capture those 

moments.  Simplicity…Silence…Peace…these are things that remain quite foreign in today’s 

world.  If we desire it, we have to seek it, AND, we have to teach it to the next generation. 

 May we seek God through a star, a starfish, or through a single glimmering candle that shines through the 

darkness.  May Our Lady place her gentle embrace around us all so that we can once again experience Awe and Wonder. 

 

In Him, Elaine Schad, ICCS Principal 

  

ICCS Theme of the Year: 
 

"Put on the armor of God so that you may be able to stand firm  
against the tactics of the devil."    

Ephesians 6:11 
 

Virtue of the Month for August:  

Hospitality!! 
 

St. Therese of Lisieux; “Share with the Lord's people who  

are in need. Practice hospitality.”  Romans 12:13  (OVER) 



Dean’s Dispatch 
 

Back in the Saddle Again 

 

 Well, it’s mid-August and we are “back in the saddle again” 
as the Gene Autry song goes. It’s been a wonderful summer 
enjoying family, God’s beautiful creation, and rejuvenating for 
another school year. We all needed the break, but it’s time to get 
down to business again. 

 As we begin the 2016-2017 school year, let us reflect and put our priorities in order. Our 
lives are so hectic and full, but both children and adults need time for reflection. What are our 
priorities? What are our needs? What are our wants? What will get us where we want to go in 
life and afterwards? 
 First and foremost we need to make God and family time. Our families grow too quickly 
and go in various directions and then we say, “I wish we had…” all too often. We should spend 
quality time as a family praying, worshiping our Creator, eating meals, recreating, and just 
plain old TALKING! Do we talk to each other? Do we LISTEN to each other? The time spent this 
way will be a cherished memory for all and hopefully carried on to the next generation. 
 Our next priority should be education. Our children need to know the importance we 
place on a quality education. Obviously you all believe this or you would not be sending your 
children to our wonderful Catholic School! We show our children how important this is by 
setting aside a special time and place for homework. We check that the homework is complete 
and discuss the school day with our children. We make sure our children get enough rest, 
nourishment, and are to school ON TIME! All this takes a conscious effort on the part of the 
parents. It’s not always easy, but it’s imperative! 
 Priority number three is developing the whole child. A well-rounded child develops into 
a well-rounded adult able to appreciate all aspects of life. As they grow, children need 
exposure to the arts as well as sports. They need to experience it all … music, dance, art, 
museums, sports events, participating in sports, cooking, technology, etc. The list goes on, but 
I think you get the idea. This certainly does not mean that you need to sign your child up for 
every activity offered; quite the opposite. They should concentrate on their preferences; 
however, along the way, they need to “taste” it all. Again, keep priority one and two foremost 
in your minds as you settle into a new school year, but we all need outlets! 
 Lastly, you need to make time for YOU, the parents. Each of us needs time to ourselves. 
It might be simply to read a book, take a walk, exercise, take in a movie, etc., it’s a necessary 
priority. This helps us as adults to deal with the day-to-day stress of parenthood! We all know 
that parenthood is wonderful but can be stressful! 
 I wish you all God’s blessings as we begin this new school year. Know that the ICCS 
families are always in my prayers. What a wonderful place to learn and to work! 

 

God bless, Paul Cuttica, Dean of Students   -OVER- 



Hola!! 
Cecy Miranda   

ICCS Director of Hispanic Services 

 

Les comparto esta hermosa oración que encontré para iniciar con la 

bendición de Dios este año escolar:  

ORACION PARA INICIAR EL AÑO ESCOLAR:   

Aquí estamos Señor, dispuestos a caminar de tu mano durante este año escolar que hoy pones en nuestras 

manos, para crecer en responsabilidad, en sabiduría, y sobre todo en fraternidad. Venimos con el corazón 

dispuesto a vivir como hermanos que siendo diferentes estamos unidos por un mismo ideal. Queremos avanzar 

a la luz de los Valores que tú mismo has colocado en nuestras manos. Ayúdanos a caminar en busca del 

conocimiento que nos permita valorarte cada día más.  

Que en cada página que investiguemos, podamos descubrir tu grandeza y tu generosidad.  

Que en cada rincón de nuestra Escuela sintamos tu presencia que nos invita a la unidad y la fraternidad.   

Danos la gracia de respetarnos sin desconocer que las diferencias constituyen nuestra riqueza y nos permiten 

valorar la individualidad en cada uno de nuestros compañeros.   

Señor, que nuestra alegría sea autentica y sincera y que sepamos vivir en solidaridad cuando algún compañero 

pase por un momento difícil.  

Que podamos ser testimonio de verdad y sinceridad, y que la mentira nunca tenga cabida en nuestras aulas.  

Te pedimos que los maestros preparen su lección de cada día con amor y responsabilidad. Ilumina el 

entendimiento de los estudiantes para que crezcan cada día en la verdadera sabiduría.   

Señor te pedimos que guíes y acompañes nuestros pasos cuando vamos de camino; aleja de nosotros cualquier 

peligro que pueda dañarnos en el cuerpo o en el alma.   

Danos la gracia de ser fieles al proyecto de nuestra institución  y que cada día de este año escolar sea un espacio 

para hacer el bien, y un escalón para acercarnos a Ti. Bendícenos y protégenos…Amen.  

Estaré a su disposición en las Oficinas de la Escuela para cualquier duda que tengan o ayuda que necesiten.  

Que este año que empezamos sea de muchas bendiciones para todos,   

Cecy Miranda  

 

 

            -OVER- 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

PARENT-TEACHER MEETINGS FOR KINDERGARTEN THROUGH FIFTH GRADES 
 WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24, FROM 7:30 TO 8:30 P.M. IN YOUR CHILD’S CLASSROOM 

 
PARENT-TEACHER MEETINGS FOR GRADES SIX THROUGH EIGHT 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 25, FROM 7:30 TO 8:30 P.M. IN YOUR CHILD’S CLASSROOM 
 

**This is our annual opportunity to give parents an introduction to their child’s classroom on 
a more individual basis.  Your child’s teacher will meet with the parents first as a group, 

going over classroom procedures, curriculum, Title I, Learning Lab, and other special 
services, and will then answer specific questions. This meeting is for parents only.** 

 
***ENTER THROUGH THE GYM.  THERE WILL BE A SHORT PROGRAM PRESENTED BY DEBI 
HOLTON, PARISH RELATIONS REPRESENTATIVE FOR CATHOLIC CHARITIES, PRESENTED 

BEFORE PARENTS GO TO THE CLASSROOMS.*** 
________________________________________________ 

 

VOLUNTEER HOURS & KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE WORKSHOPS: 
Several people have asked about the “Safe and Sacred” Keeping Children 
Safe workshops that are required by the Catholic Diocese of Fort Worth for 
volunteers and employees who work directly with children and vulnerable 

adults. The diocese has transitioned to an online program.  
http://fwdioc.org/safe-environment-program-about.  Please contact Terry 
Scaggs at 940-565-1770 to register. You may also contact the school office 
for general information.  REMINDER:  ALL PEOPLE MUST BE CERTIFIED 
AND CURRENT IN ORDER TO COUNT SCHOOL VOLUNTEER HOURS. 

           
 

--THERE WILL BE NO SCHOOL ON MONDAY, SEPT. 5, 

TO CELEBRATE THE LABOR DAY HOLIDAY. 
 

--IMPORTANT: E-MAIL:  If you are still not receiving the school’s weekly e-mail, 
be sure to call the office and give us an updated e-mail or e-mail at 

iccsoffice@gmail.com        
 

 

--IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN STRING INSTRUMENT ENRICHMENT CLASSES: We are 
once again thrilled to have Mrs. Delta Holl offer our students in grades 4-8 string classes. This is 

an additional charge. Please contact Mrs. Holl or the school office if you would like more 
information. Our string students have done extremely well since leaving ICCS!! 

 
           -OVER- 
 

 

http://fwdioc.org/safe-environment-program-about
mailto:iccsoffice@gmail.com


--DURING DISMISSAL OUR PERSONNEL ARE FOCUSED ON THE SAFETY AND SECURITY 
OF THE CHILDREN. If you have business at the end of the day in the School Office, we ask that 

you come a little before dismissal or immediately after dismissal so that our office employees 
can assist with dismissal. The office is closed from 3:00-3:20 p.m. during dismissal. Thank 

you for your help. 
 
--PARKING: Thank you so much for your wonderful help this week in making sure our campus 

is safe for the children by driving CHILD FRIENDLY!! Our traffic pattern is one-way entering 
from Bonnie Brae and exiting Windsor.  

 
--SECURITY: Thank you for helping us keep your children safe as we will continue to check ID’s 
as deemed necessary. Please keep the office informed when there is a change regarding who will 

be picking up your children. 
 

--EDUCATIONAL HALLWAYS: Thank you for your assistance in helping us get school underway 
promptly each day by arriving at school on time. Only students and staff are allowed in the 
educational hallways after 8 a.m. so please begin exiting those hallways as soon as 

the 7:55 a.m. ready bell rings. In addition, no one is allowed in the educational wings 
between 3 and 3:20 p.m. during dismissal so we can assure the children are safely dismissed. 

 
--COME JOIN US EACH THURSDAY AT 8:15 A.M. FOR OUR SCHOOL MASS!!! 

 
****HELP US HELP OUR COMMUNITY FOOD BANKS**** As part of our schoolwide 
service, every FOURTH THURSDAY OF THE MONTH is a time when the children are 

asked to bring nonperishable food and toiletry items so we can help the community 
food banks and soup kitchens which are always in need.  If you can, please send an 

item with your child Thursday, Aug. 25.  Thanks for caring.*** 
 

--UNIFORMS: Thank you for assisting your children with the various uniform requirements.  

Some reminders:  BE SURE your children are wearing shoes with NON-MARKING soles so we can 
maintain our floors.  Also, SHOES:  please read uniform requirements carefully.  Shoes must be 

white, black or oxfords only.   
 
--SPIRIT FRIDAYS: For those of you who are new, our school gets in the spirit each Friday 

with Spirit Fridays! Our students and staff may wear ICCS spirit apparel.  
 

--WE NEED VOLUNTEERS IN THE NURSE’S STATION:  Please call the school office if you can 
help. 
 

 

--THE ICCS SPIRIT SHOP IS OPEN ON SCHOOL DAYS MONDAY THROUGH 

FRIDAY FROM 7:45 A.M. TO 8:15 A.M.   
 

 

**Quarter Book Sale September 6-9** 
(If you have any books to donate, bring them 

in!  Proceeds benefit the ICCS Library!!   
 

 

            -OVER- 



Upcoming Dates: 
 
--August 20:  ICCS Advisory Council Retreat 

--August 22:  ICCS Girls Volleyball at home 5 p.m. versus Red River.  Go Lady Knights!  

--August 24: September and First Semester Lunch Forms Due! 

--August 24:   Parent-Teacher Meeting for grades kindergarten-fifth 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. in your child’s classrooms. 

--August 25:   Parent-Teacher Meeting for grades six through eight 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. in your child’s classrooms. 

--August 25:  ICCS Girls Volleyball at home versus Westlake.  Games begin at 4:30 p.m. 

--August 29:   ICCS Lady Knights Volleyball at Sacred Heart in Muenster 5:00 p.m. 

--Sept. 1: ICCS Lady Knights Volleyball at Westlake at 4:30 p.m. 

--Sept. 5:   Labor Day:  NO SCHOOL 

--Sept. 6: Lady Knights Volleyball at home 5 p.m. versus Walnut Bend 

--Sept. 8: Blessed Mother’s Birthday! 

--Sept. 8: ICCS Lady Knights at home 5 p.m. Denton Calvary 

--Sept. 9: Grade Cutoff for First Quarter Progress Reports 

--Sept. 9: ICCS Family Picnic in the back of the school 6 p.m. (gym if raining) 

--Sept. 12-16: IOWA Achievement Testing grades 2-8 

--Sept. 14: ICCS Advisory Council Meeting. Visitors are welcome! 

--Sept. 16: September Brown Envelope Goes Home 

--Sept. 16: Progress Reports Go Home 

--Sept. 27: Glamourcraft Yearbook Individual Photos…Dress Uniform 

--Sept. 29: Bishop Olson Visits ICCS…Mass at 8:15 a.m….Dress Uniform…Monthly Food Drive 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 
 

----See the hot lunch, pizza, and chicken strip forms in this month’s Brown Envelope.  
IMPORTANT: BE SURE TO PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO ALL DEADLINES AS WE CAN 

ACCEPT NO LATE FORMS. SEPTEMBER ORDER FORMS AND FIRST SEMESTER ORDER 
FORMS ARE DUE NO LATER THAN WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24, 2016. 
 

--Remember:  -- If cash is sent for pizza, milk, hot lunch, or chicken strips, be sure to put the 
money in an envelope with the child’s name on it.  Also, make sure the EXACT AMOUNT of 

cash is sent for each item. The office does not make change.  Thank you. 
 
--Remember:  If writing a check and the parent’s last name is different from the child’s, please 

put the child’s name in the memo section of the check.  Also put in the memo section what 
the check is paying for; i.e., pizza & milk.  

 

 
****WE CONTINUE TO BE IN NEED OF EMPTY PRINTER CARTRIDGES SO WE CAN 
RECYCLE THEM FOR NEEDED OFFICE AND CLASSROOM SUPPLIES.  PLEASE BRING 

THEM BY THE SCHOOL OR LEAVE THEM AT EITHER PARISH OFFICE.  THANK YOU! 
_______________________________________________________ 

 

"Save the Date: ICCS will participate in the North Texas Giving Day on 
Thursday, September 22th from 7 a.m. to Midnight. We will be sending out 

information over the next month on how you can participate in this online 
donation campaign. Our goal this year is to continue to upgrade our technology 

to use in classroom instruction and other technology improvements as well as 
for financial assistance. All donations will be accepted on DonorBridgeTX.org. 

You will receive a link to our ICCS page before September 22th. And, donations 

of $25 or more will be multiplied through DonorBridge! Get up and give!" 

-OVER- 

http://donorbridgetx.org/


SIMPLE WAYS TO HELP  
Immaculate Conception Catholic School  

Fundraising and Development Opportunities 

Help ICCS raise funds throughout the year. Your friends and family can help, 
too! Every little bit helps! 

- Box Tops for Education—Clip, clip, clip!!! 

--Coke Rewards…safe your bottle tops and put them in the box by the office. 

--Amazon Smile:  Order from Amazon?  Sign up to help ICCS and Amazon will make a donation to Our Lady’s 
School every time you log on to smile.amazon.com 

- Gift Cards through can be purchased for more than 40 retail, restaurants, grocery, entertainment and gas 
establishments with a percentage going back to our school. Some of the cards include WalMart, Chili's, 
Starbucks, Exxon, Target, iTunes, Game Stop, Cinemark and more.   ORDER FORMS GO HOME MONTHLY 
IN BROWN ENVELOPE. SCRIP GIFT CARDS ARE SOLD IN THE SCHOOL OFFICE.  Get 1 volunteer hour 
for every $100 purchased. 

- Recycle your papers, catalogs, newspapers (drop in recycle bin in the north end of the parking lot). 

- Ink and toner cartridges, cell phones and digital cameras (drop off at school office). 

- Coupons/rewards card deals from Office Max/Office Depot and Staples (drop off at school office). 

- Spirit Shop sales: open Monday through Friday 7:45 a.m. to 8:15 a.m. 

- Point Bank BuzzPoints – Have a Point Bank checking account and Buzz Points card?  Give your Buzz Points 
as a donation to ICC School.  

- Knights of Columbus spaghetti suppers and breakfasts that are designated for the school: look for dates and 
announcements during the school year.  

- Home & School Association and Athletic Booster Club fundraisers: support HSA events through the year. 

- Donations to any of the school's endowment funds that go to help with tuition assistance for qualifying 
families.  

- Donations accepted year-round for the “Touching Tomorrow Forever” building note fund.  

- Advertising opportunities are available in the gymnasium.  See the school office for information. 

Mark your calendar for these upcoming major fundraisers and watch your 
emails and brown envelopes for more information:  

- Late October/early November 2016: Catholic Life Insurance Raffle Tickets: look for information to come.  

- Saturday, March 4, 2017: Annual Auction (adult only) fundraising event! 

            -OVER- 


